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PREFACE. 


1 Deſign of this Work is 
not to enter into all the num- 

: berlefs Abſurdities of Modern Enthuws 
feaſts, but, in a ſhort, plain, and 

candid Manner, to convince them, 

that they err, not knowing the Scrip- 

tures ; that is, not baving ſufficiently 
confidered and compared thoſe difficult 
"Paſſages, to which they ſo often and 

fo confidently appeal: And if the 

. riter, hilt he preſumes only to 
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teach and reprove the Illiterate and 


 Fanciful, can better convey his Mite 
into the Treaſury of Fruth and Unity, 


both his Def, gn and a will be 


anſwered. 
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JHOUGH the odd Opinions and 
extravagant Actions Enthuſiaſm 
has run Men into, were enough to 
warn them againſt this wrong Principle, 


ſo apt to miſguide them both in their 
Belief and Conduct ; yet the Love of 


ſomething extraordinary: the Eaſe and 
Glory it is to be inſpired, and be above the 


common and natural Way of Knowledge 
ſo flatters many Mens Lazineſs, ! gnor- 


ance and Vanity, that when once they 
are got into this Way of immediate Re- 


velation, of Illumination without Search, 
and of Certainty without Proof and 
Examination, 'tis a hard Matter to get 
them out of it.” (See Mr. Lock's Chap- 


ter en Enthuſiaſm, Vol. 2, Chap. 19.) 


Far leſs Difficulty will, I truſt, be found 


in recovering One, who is, as yet, only 
inclin'd to Enthuſiaſm ; and not unwilling 
to attend to the Directiom of . . n 


and written Revelation. 
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To Wi 
A PERSON inclined to turn Methodiſt. 
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M ly good Fri end, 


| ou bad no Caen to * ds 
any Apology for. conſulting me by 
Letter, eſpecially before you took | 
the Step you ſeem ſo much inclined to. 
Nothing could be more proper; becauſe I 
am immediately placed over you in the Lord, 
and it is both my Duty and Deſire, 710 keep 
back nothing that may be profitable unto you ; 
becauſe alſo, the fluing of an eſtabliſbed 
Church, without being able to ſhew any 
thing nil or ee in the Terms of its 
B Com- 
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Communion, muſt, I fear, be accounted 
 Schuſm la]. (Conſult 1 Cr. i. 10.— ii. 3. 
Xii. 25. Jude 19.) 

I will endeavour to 50 myſelf ; in 
the very plaineſt Manner; and think 1 
ſhall be able to convince a Perſon of your 
Reading, Senſe, and Sincerity, that the 
ſeveral Tenets, in which theſe new Teachers 
differ from us, are every one of them un- 
ſcriptural, and conſequently falſe and don- 
gerous. (Read Rom, xvi. 17, 18. Gal. 1. 
6, Sc.) 

J. 


; 222 Firſt, They teach, That there is 10 Re- 


generation in Baptiſm. | 

Now, this Fenet they had from the 
Ouakers, and not from Holy Writ ; for the 
Scriptures ſpeak plainly of two Repengra- 
tions [5], in each of which, the Holy Spirit 
is concerned. The firft by Baptiſm, Jolm 
ili. 3. 5. Except a Man (ſays Chrift) be 
born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 

[a] The Caſe of thoſe who have been educated 


among Difſenters from their Infancy, is quite another 


Queſtion from that of leaving or for/aking the Church | 
eſtabliſhed, 


[4] See Mr, Pilkington's Index to the Bible, wk | 
the Words Regeneration and Renewing, 
God > 


131 

Gd + Except a Man be born of Water, Ai 
F the Spirit, that is, of both, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God.. Not (ſays 
St. Paul) by Works of Righteouſneſs which 
ae have done ; that is, not for our Merits 
or Deſervings, but according to his Mercy 
he ſaved us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
and by the Renewing f the Holy Ghoſt. 
(Titus iii. 5. Conſult alſo A&#s ii. 3 8, 39. 
Rom. vi. 3, &c. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Gal. iii. 
27. Epb. v. 26, 27. Col. i. IT, 12, 

: G0 yn | 
The ſecond Regeneration [c] is, by a 
Reformation of Life and Manners, through 
Divine Aſſiſtance. Be not conformed (ſays 
St. Paul) to this World: But be ye tranſ- 
formed by the Renewing of your Mind. Put 
off concerning the former Converſation the 
old Man, which 1s corrupt according to the 
deceitful Lufts; and be renewed in the Spirit 
of your Mind; and put on the new Man, 
which, after God, is created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs. Work out your own Sal- 
vation---for it is God which worketh in you, 


_ bath to will and to do of bis good Pleaſure. 
In This is well diſtinguiſhed by the Word Reno- 


„Aion. (4; RA en,. ) 
B 2 ( Rom. 


„ WW EEC a ite oa — > 


tt 


(Rom wii. 2: Epb. iv. 22, Ge. Phil. ii. 
12, 13. See alſo 2 Cor. iv. 16. v. 17. 
Gal. vi. 15. Col. 11. 8 ohn ili. 9. 
iv. 7. 16.—v. 4. 18.) nt 

. Theſe tuo Regenerations ſhew the great 
Perfection of the Chriſtian Religion; or, 
that it is adapted to every one's Caſe, For 
every Chriſtian muſt either continue in, or 
fall from a State of Grace and Juſtification. 
If he continues in ſuch a State, by leading a 
regular Life from his Youth; or by not com- 
mitting any mortal or excluding Sin after 
Baptiſm; the Scriptures call him at to 
Converſion, or a ſecond Regeneration, but di- 
rect him to maintain the Chriftian Warfare 
of the Spirit againſt the Fleſh; to proceed 
from Faith to Faith, to abound more and 
more; or, to grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Teſus 
Chriſt ; to walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good Work. 
(Compare Gal. v. 16, 17. 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
Col. i. 10. with 1 Theſſ. iv, 1. 2 Theſſ. 
i. 3.) But if he falls into one or more 
ſuch Sins, and forfeits his Juſtification, 
(which is the Caſe of moſt Men) he has 
every Reaſon to leck to, and to bleſs God 


for, 


———— — — — K —— —— — . As he 


— — 
— . E—à—“¾ — : 2 2 — 


. 
for, this ſerond Regeneration, which is 
brought about, by Gods Grace concurring 
with his own Repentance and Faith, and 
his partaking ſolemnly of the other Sacra- 
ment, or the appointed Rite of Renewal. 
Perſons, who have had a pious Educa- 
tion from their Childhood, ſhould not make 
themſelves uneaſy, becauſe they cannot give 
any very particular and preciſe Account of 
the Time and Manner of their Conver fron; 
or ſecond Regeneration: It is only for the 
Wicked, for thoſe who have fallen from 
Grace, to talk of the Pangs' of the New 
Birth ; to ſtruggle with nf! Habits, and 

to feel the Laſbes of Conſcience, | 

A true Chriſtian falls only into Sins of 
Infirmity, in which there is more of Weak- 
neſs than of Vill. That Man cannat' pre- 
tend to pitch upon the Hour of his ſecond 
Regeneration, who, by Confeflion and 
Prayer, dies unto. Sin daily; daily takes up 
bis Croſs; and is indeed renewed” Duy by 
Day unto Righteoufneſs. This Man' s higheſt 
Satisfaction is, that he berceives he is not 
under the Dominion of any preſumpruous 
Sin, and is daily getting Ground of his /þ1- 
ritual Infirmiies. And this, he knows, 
g B 3 couid 
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1 65 
could not be done, but by the Aance of 
Divine Grace. (Rom. vi. 14.) Upon this 
Account, therefore, his Hope is lively; 
bis Fears, without Torment; he has Peace 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt ; and ſeeks no 
extraordinary or miraculaus Aſſurance of his 
preſent Regeneration, or future Salvation: 
But truſts, that, if he is not wanting to 
himſelf, God is faithful, who bath promiſed ; 


and will be ſo far, from withdrawing his 


Aſſiſtance, that he will do more for * 
than he can either aſk. or thin. 
But, before I leave this Head, it may 


be uſeful to obſerve, that the Mer bodiſi 


make very perplexing Work in Divinity, 
who hold the Doctrine of Original Sin, 
and yet deny the Efficacy of Baptiſm ; who 
cry up the geb Article of the Church of 


England, and condemn the 27th; who 


allow that we are Papen in Wickedneſs and 
conceived in Sin, and yet ſhut, up the Foun- 
tain opened to the: Houſe of David, to waſh 


away fuch Sin and Uncleanngſi, * . n 


1 
I do not fay, that all their 8 are 

thus inconſiſtent; but this J know, that 
| thoſe, 


[91 


thoſe, to whom you would yu yourſelf, 


are ſo [d]. 


[4] By far the greater Part of Proteſtants do indeed 
now reject, and very juſtly, the rigid Notions of 
Auſtin and Calvin, and hold the Doctrine of Original 
Sin, not in the Senſe of Original Guilt, but in the 
Senſe of Original or Hereditary Pollution and Depra- 
vity z notwithſtanding which they collect, acknow- 
lege, and teach, that a wy at leaſt, nirally ne. 
ceſſary to Salvation. | k 16 


The Term Original Sin is not met with in Seript- 


ure, and is indeed a very improper and inconvenient 
Term for Thoſe to make uſe of, who mean nothing 
more by it, than the ſad Effetts of we. Sin of Adam 
upon his Poſterity, 

The Eating of the Forbidden Fruit was 4 wilfal or 
actual Sin, and could therefore, as to the Guilt of it; 
extend no farther, than the Fir/t Pair, or the Perſons 
immediately concerned; but every Effect and Con ſe- 


quence of that Sin is and will- be (though not imputed, | 


yet) imparted, to all their Pęſterity. 

The Firſt Effet of the Fall, or of the Loſs of Iv- 
nocency, muſt in Courſe be Defilement or Pollution: 
Into this State our Firſt Parents ſunk by Cin, and in 
this State they begat all their Sons and Daughters. 
The ſecond Effect of the Fall was a Conſequence of this 
Pollution, (namely) the Loſs or rather Diminution of 
Divine Favour, or the withdrawing of more Eſpecial 
Grace, by which our ſinful Progenitors became more 
expoſed to thoſe Appetites and Paſſions, which were ori- 
ginally :mplanted in them for their Trial; and were not 


Evil, until they were tos much indulged. A Third 


Effect of the Fall was not only the Death of the Bray, 
but the Forfeiture of all Right and Title to Rona! 
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Met hodiſis have revived the Doctrine 
of abſolute Decrees, with reſpect to the 
Now Chri/tians fu ly rer by the Second Adam, 


what was loft in Spirituals (though not in Temporale) 
by the Fir/t ; and Baptiſm is, in Fad, the Pofitive In- 


Aitution, the kind and authoritative Appointment of 


God, by Chriſt, to waſh. away the Defilement, Stain, 
or Pollution, that our Nature contracted by the Fall, 
and to reſtore to us fuch Meaſures of Grace, as may 
gable us to walk in the Way of God's Commandments z 
and alſo ſecure to us a Covenant-Right, and Title, to 
As the Pollution was brought upon our. Nature, by 

our Firſt Parents preſuming to break-in upon a Pos1- 
TIvE Prohibition, ſo muſt this Pollution be removed, 
it ſeems, by our Compliance, net with a, Moral, but 
with a PosITIVE Ixjunction- And the Reaſoning of 
Naaman's Servants was and ever will be good. — If 
the Prophet had bid thes do ſome Great Thing, would ft 
thau not have done it? \ Haw much rather then when he 
faith to thee, Waſh and be clean? (2 Kings v. 13.) 
PERFECTION, in either the Under//anding or the 
Will, is maniteſtly too High @ Thing for the State we 
are in. That our, Great Progenitors, before the Fall 
or during the Time of their Original Rectitude, both 
reaſoned ill and willed ill, is too plain to be ſeriouſly 
diſputed, Appetites alſo. and Allurgments were not 


wanting — for the Tree, we are told, appeared good 


fer Food, and pleaſant to the Eyes. (Gen. iii. 6.) If 
«. our firſt Parents Auam and Ee (ſays the Homily 
&< againſt Glutiony } had not obeyed their greedy Appe- 
© tite in eating the forbidden Fruit, neither had they 
& loſt the F ruition of God's Benefits, which they then 
enjoyed in Paradiſe, neither had they brought ſo 


Salvation 
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Saluation of Particulars, without | uſfciently 
conſulting the Oracles of God, 

God elects or reprobates (you ay) all 
e Perſons, before he ſends them into the 
e World; and there is now many a Child 


* many Miſchiefs both to Themfelves, and to all 
_ & their Poſterity.“ p. 1 Curioſny, Self-Love, 
Pride, and Ambition, are aff tons, or Propenſities, to 
which the be/? and wi/e/? are not a little ſubject ; and 
ſome or other of The/e are ſufficiently di /coverable in 
every Circumſtance of the Fall. But how greatly 
were Theſe, and other worſe, far worle Paſfuens and 
Propenſities increaſed in Cain? 

Who (ſays Job) can bring a clean Thing out of an 
unclean? — We anſwer, —The Things which are impoſſi- 
Ble with Men, are poſſible with God. And This is the 
plain and poſitive Dire#jon of our Lord in the Caſe— 
MaRvEL not that I ſay unto you, Ve muſt be born again, 
that is, adds He, of Water and of the Spirit: Ve cane 
not otherwiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, or (to 
take it at the loweft) be admitted into the Chriſtian 
Covenant. 

The Neceſſity of this Second Birth ariſes, according 

to our Sæpiour, from the Corruption and Depravity of 
the Firſt Birth : That which is born of the Fleſh is 
Fleſh, and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit, 
St. Paul ſpeaks of Children (at leaſt of Unbelievers 
Children) as being unclean, but now (adds he) are your 
Children haly, (1 Cor., vii. 14.) And, indeed, whey 
we are initiated into the Chriſtian Covenant, our Pol- 
lution is not only waſhed away in the Laver of Rege- 
neration, and our. loft Purny reſtored, but we are he- 
come, as it were, Veſſels unto Honour, ſanctiſied and 
meet for our Maſter's Uſe, and FR unto every good 


Wark. (2 Tim. ii. 21.) 
5 «in 


E By | 
4 in Hell, (you fear) notwithſtanding Bap- 


« tiſm, that is not a Year old [e. 


This muſt - ſurely be numbered among 


The hard Speeches, which Men have ſpoken 


@gainſt: their Creator. And, at the ſame 
time, this is tearing up all Religion by the 


Roots; it is making God the Objedt of 


Terror, who is and ſhould be the Object 
of Love; it is making him in effect the 
only Afor, and conſequently the ſole Author, 
of Evil; it is making This no State of Trial, 
and removes all Occafion for a future Judg- 
ment. If one Perſon is thus deſtined to 
% Happineſs, and another to Perdition, 
e we are not born in order to be judged, 
* but are judged before we are born.” 
Si unus ad vitam, alter ad perditionem de- 
putatus eft, non judicandi naſcimur, ſed ju- 
dicati. Fauſt. de Lib. Arbitr. 1. 4. 


j 


Look over the Inſtances concerning Elec. 


lion and Reprobation in Scripture, and you 
will ſoon ſee, that they all relate to his 


World, to the outward State of the Church, 
and not to our future State or Condition ; 


to temporal Advantages or Diſadvantages, 


and not to eternal Happineſs or Miſery. 
© [+] This is laid to the Charge of only Lay-Teachers. 


Toh 


[22 ] 

Jaoſiab was before appointed to deſtroy the 
Altar in Bethel : (1 Kings xiii. 2. 2 Kings 
xxiil, 15, Sc.) Cyrus, to iſſue out a De- 
cree for rebuilding the City and Temple of 
Feruſalem, and for the Return of the Jews 
from Captivity, (1/. xliv. 28.----xlv. 13. 
2 Chron. xx xvi. 22, 23. Esra i. 1, &c.) 
Abraham was bleſſed with a Promiſe, that 
Cbriſt ſhould ſpring from his Seed, (Gen. 
xxii. 18.) and that his Family ſhould in- 
berit the Land of Canaan: (Gen, xxvi. 4. 
Deut. xxxiv. 4.) And, with reſpec to this 
Honour and Inberitance, Tſaac was PI 
to Homael, (Gen. xvii. 18, &c.-->xxv. 5, 6. 
Gal. iv. 28, &c.) and Jacob to Eſau, (Rom. 
ix. 10, Sc. Gen. xxv. 23. Mal. i. 2, 3.) 
Some are ſaid to be. called from the Womb ; 
but it was only for certain high and extra- 
ordinary Offices in the Church of God : This 
was the Cafe of Jeremiab, (Jer. i. 5.) 
John Baptiſt, ( Luke i. 1 5.) and St. Paul; 
(Gel. i; 15.) and yet the laſt (who; was not 

d ubit behind the chiefe /t Apoſtles) ſaw. the 
Neceſſity of bringing bis Body into Subjecs 
tion, leſt, when be had preacked to others, be 
bimſelf ſhowld be à Caſl-away. (2 Cor. xi. 5. 
1 Cor. ix. 27,) And when. the Lord ſaid 
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unto Ananius,--Paul is a choſen Veſſel unto 


me ;- for what End is immediately added, 
(namely) o bear my Name before the Gen- 


tiles, and Kings, and the Children" of Iſrael: 


For I will ſper him how great 'Thittgs He (a 
Perſccutor) muſt ſu Her for my Name's Sake, 
Ac x. 15, 16. Compare Rom. i. l.) 
Enoch was indeed tranſlated, (Gen v. 24.) 
not becauſe he was predeſtinated to Nuppi- 

neſs, but for the ſame Reafons that Chri- 


ftians ſhall be ſaved; becauſe, by Faith, be 


walked with God; being an Example of Re- 
pentance (or Godlineſs) unto all Generations, 
(Ecclus xliv. 16. Heb. xi. 5.) The ſame 
Thing may be obſerved ol thoſe faithfe! 


Servants of God, Moſes and Elijab, with 


regard to their happy Exits. ' (Deut, 
xxxiv. 6. Jude 9. 2 Kings ii. 1, Sc. 
to Verſe the 12th.) The Potter's Power 
over his Clay, relates only to God's extraor- 
dinary Favours and Diſpenſations bere, to 
Men and Nations. (Rom. ix. 21.) The 
Caſting-off of the Jews, and the Calling-in 
of the Gentiles, are public and national 
Caſes; and no one Wi 1 argue from them, 
either for or againſt Particulars; (vis) 
* every Jew ſhall periſh, or every Chri- 

„ ſian 
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ſtian be ſaved. Beſides, no Favour, of ſuch 
extraordinary Sort, was ever granted with 
more manifeſt \ Juſtice and Impartiality. 
Arabam (ſays the Lord). ſhall ſurely become 4 
great and mighty Nation; and all the Nations 
of the Earth ſhall, be bleſſed in him. But 
why in HIM ?----Becanſe I kngw bim, ſaith 
the Lord, that be will command his Children, 

and bis Houſhold after bim, and they ſhall 
keep the May of the Lord: (Gen. xviii. 18, 
19.) Yet, when the became the Children 
of Abraham by Deſcent only, and not by 
Works ; or when theſe Huſbandmen had re- 
belled againſt the Lord of the Vineyard, 
Juſt was the Judgment pronounced on them, 
(to wit) The Kingdom of God ſhall be taken 
from you, and given to a Nation, or People, 
bringing forth the Fruits thereof. ( Jobn 
viii. 39: Parable of the Vineyard, Mat. 

xxi. Luke xx.) So again, Pharaoh was 
not hardened, ( Rom. ix. 17.) nor the Sop 
given to Judas, ( Jobn xii. 27.) until they 
had made tbemſelves ſuitable Infiruments of 
that Providence, which ever brings Good 
out of Evil. For God cannot be tempted 
with Evil, neither tempteth he any Man; 

but every Man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away 
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away of 1 bis own Luft, and enticed. God 
would habe ul! Men to be ſaved, and to come 
unto the Knowledge of the Truth : He is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh ; but that all 
Should come to Repentance, (James i. 1 3. 
1 Tim. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 9.) That it is 
our ow Will and Choice, and not the Will 
and Pleaſure of God, that we ſhould be un- 
attentive to the Evidences of Religion, is 
plain, even from the Words, which are 
generally brought to prove the contrary, 
(namely) This People's (the Jeu's) Heart 
is waxed groſs, and their Ears are dull of 
bearing, and their Eyes (now for the Cauſe) 
THEY have cloſed ; leſt at any time they ſhould 
fee with their Eyes, and hear with their 
Ears, and ſhould underſtand with their 
Hearts, and ſhould be converted, and I ſhould 
heal them. But bleſſed are your Eyes, for 
they ſee; and your Ears, for they hear. 
(Mat. xiii. 15, 16.) 

Now, from all theſe Inflances taken 70- 
gether, we may, I think, collect, that, with 
reſpect to Advantages and Diſadvantages 
Here, or in Time, not only Means and 
Ends, but Perſons, have been frequently 
elected or predeſiinated,. but with regard to 


Our 


115 J 

our future or eternal Condition, nothing 
will appear to be fixed beforehand, but the 
Means, (to wit) Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Every Per ſon is upon his proper Trial, and 
conſequently at Liberty; and the Ends ( Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery, and the Degrees of them) 

are, for that-very Reaſon, left conditional. 
It was predetermined, it ſeems, that the 
two Sons of Zebedee (Mat. xx. 20, Sc.) 
ſhould undergo the purifying Trial of Per- 
ſecution; by their Behaviour ander which, 
they might attain to very exalted Manſions 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. But till, as 
to the fit Seats of Pre-eminence and Dig- 
nity ; 70 /it on the Right Hand of Chriſt, and 
on his Left ;----theſe, we are told, are, by 
no means, Matters of Partiality and Pre- 
determination ; but they will be beſtowed 
upon the 5% and moſt eminent, (in Scrip- 
ture Phraſe) the elect and choſen Servants 
of God; and according to thoſe Conditions 
or Qualifications, which the Father had be- 
fore appointed or ordained before the Foun- 


dation of the World [V]. 


[/] That the Means of our Redemption, and that 
the Propagation of the Gofpel, were predeſtinated, ap- 


The 


3 „ . — 
—— 2 5 


Fl 

1 
14 
31 
: 


« 0 7 
5 4 
1 
= Ul = 

- 
4 
* 1 1 
g p l 
. 
_ 7 l 
CT + 
>] = 1 
7 8 
% ial 
SH 
4 
© 3] 
*v +0 
1 59 
* ) 
Tet E 
2 + "Wh 
— Ry 
i. 13h 
* 8 
mW 0 x i! 

4 5 

8 MW 

8 

. 

74 N 5 
24 * 
i. 
W 
17 
(„1 
1 7 7 
M3) 

TSS 
1 

* . | . 
1% £ 

| 3 

: oy -- N 

7 | [4 

7 = * 

4 4 bo 

2” 85% 

lth: 

1 

7 * 4 * 

195 Fw. 

me . FH 

0 TOS : * 

7 = 3 

x 8.5 

1 x 
W 
1 * 

14 . 18 
1 f I 
135 4 x 1 
1 1 
: (85 v8. tl 
Wa Y 
(01 25 L 
Ll EY 
. 1 
2. 1 
3 . 
? G 
"IP 2 £ 
2D < Bb I 
* * 
1 "a * 
N 
Ay 64 IF 
* K 22 
"6 i 2 
\ 6 V7 N 
* * * Fo 
* EY 
2 . 
KH 
1 
N 
„ 
. Shen 5 
e 
5 "WA 
8 1 
B 
9 18 7 
An ; 2 bz 

£ ; v 365 4.0 

$8.27 JS) 

IKE + 38>) 

1 a” 27 

3 By 6 

I 

11 LE 

N 14 n 

M 
N 
+, + i 5 
9 V2 
\ 237 50 
nnn 
2 Z 289 
Sinn 
1 7 8 
; 3 
1 
©& Eh 13 
Nen 
N 4 3 
44% * $52Þ 54s 
3; 3} 4 * 
nn 
n 
vx = 7 
OS © * 5 
| 4 "2 . ah, 8 
PF 
E * 
* LS 
v „ 4 . J. + 
5 
Ly N 
1 7% 
7 
. 7 ? 

N GO 4 Ss. 7 

n S203 

=. q 

* 1 
1 * my 
4. A 

FO * 1 
ine 

"IF? 3 

\F x3 yz 0 

1.4 55 

+ 3 © +27 30080 

335% 1-38 ER 

N \ $5 £800 

14 LET 
„ 
2177 3 . 

: Je 0 

1 

be = . 
14 8 

1 

e 

. 7 * of U 

* 1 b 3K 4 } 

5 . 4 
* ** . wa * 
* 1 

. 2 

i 

1 Ty k 

Li ! © 

SS 
. 
1 An 

* . 

171 
# 0 > 
g * 

1 

of - TR, 

5 JJ 
$55 
17 Id 
1 124 
2 

N 
N 
2 
5 52. 
£38 

1 

1 

LIB 

1 

1 NN. 

: As. 

23 $0 
$HEF 
1. 
F 
* 

x Wh RY 

- #2 
r 
4 
2,5 . 
. 
5:89:38 
HY) 32:8 
SHA RH 
IS; 
F 
1 5 
32,5 
D 4 
n 
1 8 
: 2 3 
r 
8 
1 bY 
3 3. 
** 1 
19877 Va 
8-22 L* 
+] . 
* x * 
; 9 
N 
. So 
3 2 
: e 
e 
0 8 
R758 

4 WM \ 88 
N ii 
7 iy) 
111 
3 
1 

r 

* a Y 
- Þ 2 
. 1 * 4 A 
\ v3. 12 
4 4 1 AY 
J „ 
"FY 4 1.72 
034324 
i 5 F.C 2 
* Co 
is Wn + 780 
r 9 LY 
* 7 
: 83 5.070 


$ TL ns AS ” 1 WD n 3 * 1 gan er Speer got r 
7 6 x 5 x ha 8 " \ e $ - 4 75 5 
2 4 2 2, 5 af Lot * 6 1 0 ods 
2 E's __ 2 * = Ay er me, P p CT x [Meg aged 
1 - K _ au . ern} oo, AAS. 
W » 7, . mn . x 
FR << ” 4% wo 
2m 410-5 . 


— 1 — 
_ OA I Js * 
3 n . . 

Bs >, 6 p 
# en Moc at er — 
— 3 - 4 Wa f 
n 8 
5 y 
— 


1261 


The Werd Elect, in the Old Teſtament, 
generally points out the Jews ; and, in the 
New Teſtament, either \Jewiſh or Gentile 
Converts to Chriſt, or the more choice and 
eminent Servants of God.---And that the 
Election of Grace, or Favour, does not ex- 
tend to the abſolute or unconditional Happi- 
neſs or Salvation of any one, may be col- 
lected from 2 Tim. ii. 10. Therefore I endure 
all Things for the Ele#'s ſake, that they may 
alſo obtain the SALVATION which is in Chriſt 


ears from Gen. iii. 15.— Xii. 3.—xlix. 10. Mat. 
vi. 18. Luke xviii. 31, &c, John vii. 30.—viii. 20.— 
xlii. 21. Ads ii. 23.—iv. 28.—xvi. 7. Rom. vii. 
28, c. —ix. 22. Eph. the firſt Chapter. Eph. ii. 
10.—iii. 5. Compare iii. 11. with i. 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Hab. ii. 10. 1 Pet. i. 10.—ii. 4. 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. 
We do not find that the Perſon or Name of Fudas 
was fixed upon in Scripture, What is ſaid, As i. 16. 
is no more than what Divines call an Accommodation, 
with reſpect to his Name or Perſon. Nothing appears 
to have been predetermined, but the Diſpaſition, the 
Office, and the Things to be done. And any other Per- 
fon, as far as we can diſcover, might have been made 
Choice of, as well as he, in whom our Lord ſaw the 
requiſite or fit Diſpoſition. The Neceſſity, which Judas 
lay under of betraying his Maſter, was not thereſore 
the Neceſſity of Fate, but of Choice and Nature ; not 
of God's decreeing, but of Judas's own procuring. Ju- 
das (ſays St. Peter) by Tranſgreſſion fell, that he might 
go to his own Place;—to the Place appointed for all 

ſuch wilful and vile Sinners. ( As i. 25.) 
Je. 


1 


Jeſus, with eternal Glory. (Compare Titus 
i. 1, 2. Col. ili. 12. 1 Pet. i. 2.) —— 
The Word BRlection (Rom. xi. 5, 7. 28. 
1 Thef. i. 4.) ſhould not be extended to 
eternal Happineſs, when it may ſignify. 
no more than God's gracious Parpoſe in 
calling the Gentiles to the Knowledge of the 
7. 4 from which they might, neverthe- 
leſs, be capable of turning away. That this 
is the Meaning of the Word, is, I think, 
fully confirmed by 2 Pet. i. 10. where 
Chriſtians ate exhorted to give Diligence to 
make their Calling and Election ſure. 
In the Old Teftament, the Verb Ma not 
only fignifies to chooſe or ſelect, but to exa- 
mine, to prove or approve, and to make 


Choice accordingly. Behold, I have refined 
thee, but not with Silver; I have choſen thee 


in the Furnace of Afliction, (1f. xlviii. 10.) 


1 will make him Prince all the Days of his 
Life, for David my Servant's ſake, whom I 
choſe ; becauſe he kept my Commandments and 
my Statutes, (1 Kings xi. 34. See alſo 


Hag. ii. 23. Pſ. cxix. 30.) 

So again, the Word which we render 
reprobate, ſignifies only diſapproved, (adoxi- 
pg, ex à priv. et Joxiyuo;, probus) and relates 
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[ 18 ] 
to a . of Men, as cannot but be 
diſapproved by a Righteous Judge; more 
eſpecially with reſpect to their ul Re- 


jection of the Goſpel. (Compare 2 Cor, 
Wi. 53 Sc. with 2 Tim. iii. 8, &c.) 


The Words, (Jude 4.) Wha were of old 


8 to this Condemnation (agryrypappe- 
you eig robro T0 ug ſhould be tranſlated--- 


Of whom it was before written, or propheſied, 


that This ſhould be their Condemnation, or 
Puniſhment. And if it ſhould be aſked, 
Who propheſied of theſe wicked Men ? 
anſwer, - (in St. Jude's own Words) Enecb, 
the ſeventh from Adam ; which Interpreta- 
tion exactly agrees with the Expreſſion, 
of 0 old ordained. In like Manner, the Text, 


(1 Pet. ii. 8.) Whereunto they were ap- 


fointed, is cleared up, by comparing it 
with. 1/aiah viii. 14. Thoſe who fumble, 
and ſhall be broken, are the unbelieving and 
diſobedient Jews at large ; the Choſen Gene- 
ration, the Royal Prieſibood, &c. are Chri- 
ſtians in general. 

That Expreſſion, The Ordained to eter- 
* Life, (reraypeo, Adds xiv. 48, ) ſhould 
be tranſlated (ſays Whitby) Men diſpoſed to 


it by Inclination: It is a Term much uſed 


by 


"IE », "x * « g * 4 - * 
FEAR at l RN en — * 
4 2777 ĩ ˙ rd RE 


by Xenephon, in the Senſe of Troops pre 
pared oo __ Toy: immediate Engage- 
ment. * 2 0 9126: 
The woe of being written in cbe Bak 
of Life, of your Names in Heaven,” means 
only, that the R Right or Title of every goa 
Cbriſtian to eternal Happineſs, is as certain 
and ſecure, by the general Decree of God, 
and his Covenant Promiſe in Ghrift Jeſus- as 
if the Books of Judgment were cloſed," and 
his Name found INE: in * Book o 
Lie. 15 
The — Decree is, 1 at wy Bleſed 
"of the Father ſhall inbætit ibs Ki ngdom® Pre- 
pared for them from the Foundation of the 
World; and the Curſed ſhall depart into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels: That the Unjuſt and Uncharitable 
Shall go into everlaſting Puniſhment, and the 
Righteous into Life eternal, (Mat. xxv. 34. 
41. 46.) In other Words, that the Gloty 
and Honour of the Nations ſhall be brought 
into the heavenly Jeruſalem, and there ſhall 
in no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, 
neither whatſoever worketh Abomination, or 
mateth a Lie; but they which are written 
in the Lamb's Bok of Life, (Rev. xxi. 26, 
C2 27.) 


220 AA 


$9 p 
„ 7 r 9 * 
eee r 
* . 22 7 — 8 
— — w — = rt. CORO) HWY. ——— TBS TP wo — — 
— 33 ů — — * r 


— 


— - —— © 8 — — Dd Soy ors 2 rr — $0» — 
P — — IPL ; 
—U— So SOS eo | Woe tin —— . —z — — —— — w. — i en —— — Pl — — - 
o 


ON — 


—— - I . 4 2 Te ho 
a KARP 2 
—— —1—ß ow * wine — — 
——— M — ——— —— 2 — — one GS Si", 
a — th _ = 
OY 


ut 4 - 


6] 

1 8 
g 1 F 

. 

15 
£ : 1 

: } 

: 14 

1 
1 ) 
3 43 + 

N. 

1 
I 1 
1 © 
WI 524 7 

RE 5 

i * 
1 3 

. 
, 7 4 
1 1 5 
1 
= 3+ 

K 
ini 
y ; , 
71. 

4% $i 
18171 
1 5 
4 
; "1 
* 

7 
* 33 ! 

L * 

H 
1 A 
1 7 * 
* 25 
„ o 
T. $4 
© 279. 5 
M15 S- 
8 $ 

i 
l 3 
1 1 
L 6 ; 
. 4. a 
i #8] 
; Js 

4. 

J : 
11 
1 

4 
- Us 

{ ? 
5 
A LE > 


[ 


— 


2 
n ya 2 2 F 
2 . r 
_ — —— — — Ws 
a EP __ — — 3 * 
a padre — ado 
. I SI A Se ot we _ 
- * — — —— 


_ 
PO 


Tn — 
* — - ” 
WS. =. OS - — 


EY 

27.) The Book of Life and the Books of 
Judgment, are diſtinguiſhed from each other 
in Sacred Scripture, * are Metapbors well 
ſuited to our Capacities. The Holy Ghoſt 
condeſcends to teach the bumble Man, in 
Terms borrowed from human Courts of 
I Pra whilſt the proud Man. 


— enmmnmns nmr nn reaſons high 
Of Providence, Foreknowled ge, Will, and 
„ eee 
Fixt Fate, e Forcknowledge ab- 
ſolute, 
n finds no _ in wand'ring Mazes 
loſt. 
MIL ron. | 


The Book of Lafe is, in ſome Places, con- 
ſidered as a ROST ER of the Names of all 
Perſons who are born into this World, and 
have a conditional Offer of eternal Happi- 
neſs in a World t come. If any Perſon, 
thus regiſtered, acts the true and faithful 
Part, bis Name continues written in this 
Booł of Life; but, if he proves perverſe, falſe, 
- faithleſs, and wicked, it is blotted out. (Com- 
pare Exod, xxxii. 32, 33. Eſ. Ixix. 28. 
Kev. 


. 


» 4g % 


( 22] 
Rev, iii. 5.) The Book of Life, in other 
Places, is conſidered as an ENROLMENT of 
more choice and eminent Citizens ; of ſuch 


as diſtinguiſh themſelves by worthy Actions, 


when they become Men. (See P/. lxix. 
28. FEzek. xiii. 9. Luke x. 20. Phil. 
iv. 3. Heb. xii. 23. Rev, xiii. 8.—xvii. 
8.) The Books of Judgment are conſidered 


as the Recorps of every particular Perſon's 


Thoughts, Words, and Actions, in order to 


a juſt and final Determination of his ever- 
laſting State, and to adjuſt or proportion the 
Degrees of his future Happineſs or Miſery. 


The Book of Life may be conſidered as the 
general Regiſter of op who ſhall be /aved, 
whether in Covenant or nat; and the Lambs 
Book of Life may be conſidered as the par- 
ticular Regiſter bf thoſe who are juſtified by 
Faith in Chrift Jeſus —Or, (if it pleaſes 
better) the Book of Life, and the Lamb's 
Book of Life, may be looked upon as one 
and the ſame Book. The Book of Life 
may be conſidered as the fair Part of the 
Regiſter, or as the unblotted Enrolment of 
thoſe who never fell from a State of Grace 


and Juſtification, by committing any mortal 
or excluding Sin; and the Lamb's Book of 
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Life may more particularly point out thoſe. 
other Parts or Diviſions of the ſame Regiſter, 
which diſtinguiſh returning Prodigals and 
Sinners; whoſe Names were once wiped 
out of the Book of Life, but are again in- 


ſeribed, on their Repentance from dead 


Works, with Faith in the Blood of the LAMB 


ain from the Foundation of the World. 


The Concluſion with me is, that Men 


have every Reafon to join with Angels in 
the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and 


marvelous are thy Works, Lord God Al- 
mighty ; juſt and true are thy Ways, thou 
King of Saints. Whe fhall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and ghrify thy Name? for thou only 
art holy; fe or all Nations fhall come and wor- 


ſhip AT thee ; ; for thy Judgments are made 


manife}t Lg]. 


2 80 By the 8 of the general Decree, made 


ce before the Creation, (ſays Limborch it is rightly ſaid, 


de that the truly Faithful ARE written in the Book of 
* Life, before the Foundation of the World, and that 
Glory was de/tined to them.” Fol. Ed. p. 740.) 
And we may obſerve, that it is a common Figure of 
Speech to ſay that 7s, which moſt probably will be, 
In a Run of public Succeſs, both by Sea and Land, 

who wonders to hear it affirmed—The War is over; 


Britons have overcome; their Enemies are ruined, 


humbled, or the like ? — Now, if this ſtrong Figure 


may be made uſe of in Probabilities, with how much 


Ill, 


231 
III. 


Methodiſts (at leaſt their Lay-Prokebers) 2 are. 
' teach, that Cbriſtians are under no Obliga- 


greater Propriety and Beauty may it be uſed in Cer- 
tainties, and by Him, with whom a thouſand Years are 
as one Day, and who calleth the Things that be not, as 
though they were? Such as— He that believeth not in 
Chriſt is condemned already; He that heareth my Ward, 
and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, 
and is paſſed from Death to Life : (John iii. 18.—v, 
24.) The Hour now is, when the Dead ſha.l hear his 
Voice, (Ver. 25.) Now the Hour of his (i. e. of An- 
tichrijt ) Judgment is come; Babylon is fallen; The Na- 
tions have drunk 4 her Wine, therefore the Nations are 
mad; ( Jer. li. 7. Rev. xiv. 7, 8. ) In like manner, 
ſtripping off = Figure, and putting in Time future, 
inſtead of Time preſent, (which is the Way to come at 
a plain and right Interpretation) and there is nothing 
more clear than Rev. xx. 12. 15.—which would run 
thus: — The Dead, ſmall and great, ſhall ſtand before 
God; and the Books (i. e. of Judgment) ſhall be opened; 
and another Book /hall (alſo) be opened, which is the Book 
of Life : And the Dead ſhall be judged out of thoſe Things 
; which ſhall be found written in the Books (of Judgment) 
8 according to their Works : And whoſoever ſhall not be 
5 found written in the Book of Life, (i. e. in the Regiſter 
of the Good and Faithful, by either Virtue or Re- 
pentance) ball be caſt into the Lake of Fire. 

The ſpeaking of Things to come as preſent, might be 
called Figura Prophetica, or Figura Divina; becauſe 
it can no where elſe be aſſumed with exact Propriety. 
1ſaiah xlvi. 9, 10. I am Gd, and there is none elſe; 1 
am God, and there is none like me; declaring the End 
from the Beginning, and from antient Times the Things 
that are not yet done, ſaying, my Counſel ſhall ſtand, I 
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[44] 

tion to obſerve the Ten Commandments ; that 
Chriſt has done all for us, and that we need, 
therefore, do nothing for Ourſelves. 

Now, if Satan himſelf was allowed, for 
a Time, to put on the Preacher, in order 
to teach Men ſuch Herefies as would i in- 
fallibly make them his own----could he hit 
upon any Tenets better calculated to this 
End, than Theſe----that Man is under no 
Obligation to Virtue ; that all is fixed and 


I will do all my Pleafure. (Compare Ger. vi. 17. J 


li. 1. 8.—xvii. 1. Mat. iii. 10.—xvili. 20. Mark 
ix. 31.—Xill. 20.) 
«© By the ſame Figure of Speech (fays Dr. Newton ) 


«. that fx Firſt Angel cried, that the Hour of his 
06 Judgment i is come, this Second Angel proclaims, that 
« Babylon i is fallen : The Sentence is as certain, as if 


it was already executed. — Prophecy mentians 
« Things as come, which will certainly come: And 
& ſo our Saviour ſaid, ( John xii. 31.) Now ig the 
6 Judgment of this IWorld': It is N with Cer- 
e tainty now, and, in due Time, will be fully exe- 
ce cuted.” (See his learned Diſſertation on the Pro- 
Pbecies, Vol. III. pages 243 and 239.) 

«© Now, in theſe, and all other ſuch like Inſtances, 
“ cannot think (ſays my good and judicious Friend 
Mr. Pilkington) it would be too great a Liberty for 
&« a Tranſlator to take, i to vary the Phraſeology, and 
& inſert the Verbs in thoſe Tenſes, which the Pro- 
e priety of our Language requires. (See his Remarks 
upon ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, ſect. xxi. 5.) Some 
ſay, that this would rob the Scriptures of no inconſi- 
derable Share of their . 


- 
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done ; 
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done; and that it is both needleſs and vain 
for him either to do, or to ſtruggle ? 
The Teachers of imputed Righteouſneſs, 
in the Senſe of Juſtice, Virtue, and Holineſs, 
ſay, that their Opponents are too ſevere 
and uncharitable in applying to them (as, it 
ſeems, ſome have done) the Caution---- 
Beware of Falſe Prophets, which come in 
 Sheep's Clothing. -Provided they are not 
Hypocrites, we allow it: But ſtill we may 
aſk--- Whether the Lay-Teachers, in this 
Neighbourhood, are not almoſt as ſevere 
upon thumſelves, when, by way of Illuſtra- 
tion, they cry out, (and ſome of them 
well-known Thieves, Fornicators, Sc.) 
Thus clothed, Me ſhall obtain a Bleſſing 
* of God, even as Jacob, clothed in the 
« goodly Raiment of Eſau, obtained the 
Bleſſing of Iſaac.” —- Horrid and Blaſ- 
phemous | What, do they think that 
the Eyes of the Omniſcient are dim, or that 
Deceit can either pacify or impoſe upon 
God? What Rebekah adviſed, broke not 
into the Divine Plan, and therefore ſuc- 
ceeded : But both Jacob and She were ne- 
vertheleſs guz/ty of, and conſequently an- 
fwerable for, both Fraud and d Nerd _ 
And 
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And the Mother's ſaying, Upon Mx be thyCurſe, 

my Son, might nuR r Rebekab, and yet do 

NoTHING for Jacob. (Gen. xxvii.) [hb] 
«© The Antinomians (a Sect which took 


its Riſe in the Time of Luther) held, 


* that Chri/? only believeth and worketh, 
e and conſequently, that our own Good 
„ Works do not further, nor our Evil 
« Works hinder Salvation; that the Break- 
ing of Commandments is, indeed, a Sin, 


and puniſhable in the Unregenerate, but 
«© not ſo in the Children of Grace; and 


t that Chriſtians, therefore, ſhould not be 


[+] Some apologize for Rebekah, by obſerving, that 
the might have in Mind that Purpoſe of Ged, which 
was revealed to her before the Children were born, 
(namely) Two Nations are in thy Womb, and two Man- 
ner of People ſhall be ſeparated from thy Bowels : And 
the one People ſhall be ſtronger than the other People; 
and the E 2 ſhall ſerve the Younger ; (Gen. xxv. 23.) 
Be it ſo: Still it may be aſked Does the Knvwledes 


of the End, or of the Purpoſe and Will of God, juſtify 


us in the Uſe of wrong or fraudulent Means? The 
Means were not revealed to Rebekah ; and ſhe therefore 


very evidently appears to have ventured upon Evil, that 
Good might come, 


For the two Senſes of the Word Righteouſneſs in the 
New Teftament, its general Senſe of Fu,*ice, Virtue, 
and Helmeſs, and its appropriated Senſe of Fuſtification, 


or God's Method of pardoning Sinners, ſee Mr. Pil- 


kington's Remarks upon ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, 


ſect. xxiv. 13, 


«© exhorted 


127 
ce exhorted to perform any duties.” That 
ſome of the Metbodiſts have fallen into this 


dangerous Deluſton, and fatal Hereſy, is 


too plain, from their refuſing to teach their 


Children the Commandments; and alſo, from 


their taxing all ſuch Chriſtians with Igno- 
rance, and returning unto Moſes, who pray, 
that God will have Mercy upon them, and 
incline their Hearts to keep his Laws. 

Upon this Point, it may be enough to 
obſerve, that to incline the Heart is the 
chief End for which Grace is given; that 
Solomon begs, that God wil incline our 
Hearts unto Him, to walk in all bis Ways, 
and to keep his Commandments: (1 Kings 
viii. 58.) And that a far wiſer than Solo- 
mon has taught us to pray=—Thy Will be 


done on Earth, as it is in Heaven; and for- 


give us our Treſpaſſes [1]. 


[i] In the Year 1538, aroſe the vile Sect of An- 
ce tinomians, who taught, that it mattered not how 
«© wicked a Man was, if he had but Faith in the Pro- 
* miſes of the Goſpel. The principal Perſon amongſt 
de them was Joannes Iſſebius Agricola. Luther had the 
<< Honour not only of confuting, but of converting 
«© this Man, and of bringing him back to his Senſes, 
and to his Duty.“ (Vide Dr. Fortin's Life of Eraſ- 
us, p. 357+) 
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Nothing can be more certain than This, | 


that Moral Laws are ever binding, or of 
immutable Obligation. With reſpect to 
Virtue or Righteouſneſs of Life, all Men 
are obliged, but Chriſtians are under the 


_ greateſt Obligations of any; for Chriſt gave 


bimſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all Iniquity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of Good Works. (Tit. ii. 14.) 
It is Part of our Commiſſion, Go teach all 
Nations to 0BSERVE all Things whatſoever J 
bave commanded you:  ( Mat. xxviil. 20.) 
And St. Paul, in the very place where he 
is proving, that the Jews Law 2s abo- 
liſhed, ſays, Do we then make void the Law 
through Faith? God forbid : Yea, we efta- 
blifh the Law); that is, the Moral Law, of 
which the Ten Commandments are an Autho- 
ritative Syſtem, and reducible into the 
Love of God and our Neighbour. With 
reſpect to the Moral Law it is, that our 
Saviour ſays, Think not that J am come to 


' DESTROY, but fo FULFIL ; (Mat. v. 17.) 


that is, to complete and perfect, as well as 
to obey it. And can Chriſtians ſeriouſly 
think, that they are under no Obligation 
to obſerve the Moral Law, thus brought 


0 


E 
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to Perfection by Chriſt, becauſe they are 
directed to fland faſt in the Liberty wohere- 
with Chriſt hath made them free, and not 10 
be entangled again with the Yoke of Bondage; 
i. e. with the Rites and Ceremonies of the 


Moſaic Law? (Read Gal. v. 1, &c.) 


Mr. Locke, upon Epheſians ii. 15. has 


this Note. The Apoſtle here tells us 
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cc 


ec 


cc 


what Part of the Meſazcal Law it was 


that Chriſt put an End to by his Death, 


(Viz. ) To vou Twy oN & Joypari, the 


Law of Commandments in Ordinances i. e. 


the Poſitive Injunctions of the Law of 


Maſes, concerning Things in their own 
Nature indifferent, which became obliga- 
tory merely by virtue of a direct and po- 
ſitiyxe Command; and are called by St. 
Paul, in the parallel Place, (Col. ii. 14.) 
xe To do,, the Hand-writ- 
ing in Ordinances. There was, beſides 
Theſe contained in the Book of the Law 
of Moſes, the Law of Nature, or, as it 
is commonly called, the Moral Law, 
that unmoveable Rule of Right, which 
is of perpetual Obligation : This, Jeſus 
Chrift | is ſo far from SY that he 


©« has 
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we may add, 


[ 30 ] 
et has promulgated it anew under the 
“0 Goſpel, fuller and clearer than it was in 
the Mc Conſtitution, or any where 
elſe; and by adding to its Precepts the 
« Sanction of "bits own Divine Authority, 
e has made the Knowledge of that Law 
more eaſy and certain than it was be- 


fore; ſo that the Subjects of his King- 


ce dom, whereof this is now the Law, can 


be at no Doubt or Loſs about their Duty, 


if they will but read and conſider the 
% Rules of Morality, which our Saviour 
te and his Apoſtles have delivered, in very 
« plain Words, in the Holy Scriptures of 
© the New Teſtament.” To which Note, 
that the Holy Spirit is 
ſaid to write Theſe Laws upon our FIEARTS. 
(See Jer. xxxi. 33. Heb. viii. 10.—x. 16.) 
« Faith (ſays Profeſſor Tuckney) is ſo far 


* from looſening the Knot, that it ties it 


e the faſter. Fides nodum ftringit, non 
« folvit.” 

On the Firſt Commandment, our Sa- 
VIOUR has faid——Thou ſhalt worſhip the 


Lord thy God, al Him only ſhalt thou . 
(Mat. iv. 10.) 


On 


31 ] 


on the Second, (which is againſt Ido- 

latry) he Wann that as God is a Spirit, 

he muſt be worſhiped in Spirit and in Ti ruth. 

(Jobn iv. 24.) 

On the Third Commandment, Chriſt en- 
larges- Ye have beard that it hath been 
ſaid of Old, Thou ſhalt not forfwear thyſelf, 
but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths : 
But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all: But 
let your Communication be yea, ea ; and 
nay, nay : For whatſoever (i. e. in ordinary 
Communication) is more than theſe, cometh 
of Evil, or from the Evil One. (Mat. v. 
37.) And I ſay unto you, that every Idle 
Mord that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give 
an Account thereof in the Day of Judgment. 
(Mat. xii. 36.) 

In the Furth Commandment, our Lord 
makes ſome Abatement, and allows us to do 
ſome Manner of Work, namely, to do Good 
on the Sabbath-Day; which is more than 
an Intimation in favour of Morality, As 
Lord alſo of the Sabbath, he changes, or, 
at leaſt, cauſes it to be changed, from the 
Seventh to the Firſt Day of the Week; 

which . in he Opinion of ſome, 
4 brought 


* 


, 


Taz] 
brought the Sabbath back to its original In- 
ſtitution 2 ; whilſt other's only argue from 
it, that a Poſitive Precept may be altered, 
though a Moral one cannot. 985 

Chriſt rebukes the Scribes and Pharifces; 
for making the Fifth Commandment of 
none Effect through their Traditions. (Mark 
vii, % , 

On the Sixth, he thus enlarges — 27 
have heard, that it was ſaid by them of old 
Time, Thou ſhalt not kill; and whoſoever 
ſhall kill, ſhall be in danger of the Judgment : 
But I ſay unto you, that whoſoever is angry 
with bis Brother without a Cauſe, ſhall be in 
danger of the Judgment: And whoſoever 
ſhall ſay to his Brother, Raca, (Curſed 
Wretch) ſhall be in danger of the Council: 
But whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be 
in danger of Hell- Fire. ( Mat. v. 21, 22.) 

The Seventh Commandment, our Sa- 
viour carries to the higheſt Degree of In- 


[+4] In the Index to Bedford's Scripture Chronology 
is this Article: „ Sabbath, the Patriarchal and Moſai- 
„ cal, not the ſame Day of the Week, p. 6, Ce. 
« The Day of the Week altered at the Deliverance 
„* of Iſrael out of Egypt, p. 298. 378, 379.— At p. 6. 
« Smith's Doctrine is referred to for 130 Pages. Aſtro- 
c nomical Calculations have alſo been applied to, to 
6 ſhew how the Sabbath was changed.“ 


nocence 


Eu 


nocence and Purity 27 have beard, that it 


was ſaid by them of old Time, Thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery : But I ſay unto you, that 
whoſoever looketh upon a Woman to luſt after 
ber, hath committed Adultery with her al- 
ready in bis Heart; — and it would have 
been better for him to have teſt his Right 
Eye. (Verſe 27, Fc.) 


refers to the Eighth Commandment, when 
he ſays —— Tf thy Right Hand offend thee, 
or cauſe thee to offend, cut it off, and caſt 
it from thee: Fur it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy Members periſh, and not that 


thy whole Body ſhould be caſt into Hell, —— 


Our Saviour adds to This Commandment, 
(viz. Do not fieal) Defraud not; i. e. Do 
no Wrong to Another, either by Force or 
Cunning. (Matt. v. 30. Mark x. 19.) 
With reſpect to the Ninth, he ſays 
Fudge not, that ye be not judged. For with 
what Judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged ; 
end with what Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be 
meaſured to you again. ( Matt. vii. 1.) 
Againſt Covetouſneſs, (the Tenth and con- 
cluding Commandment) our Lord gives 
the beſt Direction, and moſt unerring Rule. 
D Lay 


Our Lord, perhaps, more particularly 
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Lay not up for yourſelves Treaſures on Barth, 
where Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
. Thieves break through and Heal: But lay up 
for gouf ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where 
netther Moth nor Ruft doth corrupt, and where 
Thieves do not break through nor fleal : For 
where your Ti reafure is, there will your Heart 
be alſo. (Matt. vi. 19, Gc.) In other 
Places, our Saviour ſays Fate heed, and 
beware of Covetoufneſs * For a Man's Life 
gonſiſteth not in the Abundance of the Things 
which he poſſeſſeth. How hard is it for them, 
who truſt in Riches, to enter into the King- 
abn. of God ! (Lute xil. . | Mark Rx. 

Thus, you ſee, that as God gave the 
Faw of the Ten Commandments from 
Mount Sinai to the Jews; fo our Saviour 
went up once into a Mountain, and took 
allo every other Opportunity, to-preach, to 
explain, and to bind the Mara! Law with 


ſtill greater Srrictneſi upon Chriſtians. 


He taught theſe Things to his Diſciples, 
as one having Authority ; and may afk us as 
well as them —— Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the Things which I ſay? 
The Concluſion of his Sermon was in theſe 

Words 


ifs 
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Words----Therefore, whoſoever heareth theſe 
Sayings of mine, and doth them, I will liꝶen 
him to a wiſe Man, who built his Houſe upon 
a Rock: And every one who heareth theſe 
Sayings of mine, and doth them not, ſhall be 
likened to a fooliſh Mun, who built bis Houſe 
upon the Sand; and the Rain deſcended, and 
the Floods came, and the Winds blew, and 
beat upon that Houſe ; and it fell, and great 
was the Fall of it. ¶ Matt. vii. 24; &c.) 
Upon the Whole, one would think it 
was with an Eye to ſome ignorant, yet poſ- 
ſibly innocent Teachers, that our Lord ſays 
—— boſbe ver ſhall break one of theſe leaſt 
Commandments, and ſhall teach Men ſo, ſhall 

be called the Leaft in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: But whoſoever ſhall do and teach them, 
the ſame ſhall be called Great in the Kingdom 


of Heaven. (Matt. v. 19. Read 1 Theſſ. 
iv. to the 13th Verſe.) [/] 


[1] The Pretenders to extraordinary e 
have (more eſpecially of late) ſpoke with uncommon 
Contempt of Commandments and Ordinances, without 
making any Diſtinction. And it may be of Uſe to re- 
mark, that among them, or as far as in them lies, they 
bave voided, and entirely ſet afide, the Commiſſion 
which our Lord gave to his Apoltles, and under which, 
all their Succeſſors in Offce, or in Miniſiry, either 
de or ought to act. His Commiſſion was Ge ze, and 
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IV. 


ö Free ce, Fe . "Metbodif teach the Dodrine of Inſtan- 


R 22 taneous In] and Irręſiſtible Grace; and alſo 
" M4 of Inward Feelings or Preſent Aſſurances of 
Salvation, 
That Grace is 1 ible, few have Oc- 
caſion to go farther for a Proof than their 
own Breaſts; and we have, moreover, va- 
rious Examples of it in Sacred Scripture ; 
(namely) Saul, Solomon, Judas, Ananias 
and Sapphira, Hymeneus, Phygellus, Her- 
mogenes, Demas, and Diotrephes. St. Ste- 
pben reproveth the Jews, ſaying, Te do 
always RESIST the Holy Gh; and St. Paul 
beſeeches the Corinthians not to receive the 
Grace of God in vain. (Acts vii. 51. 2 Cor. 


diſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. This 
Part of the Commiſſion has been ſet aſide, by one whole, 


the Commiſſion, (namely) teaching them to ovferve all 
Things whatſoever I have commanded you, is ſet aſide, or 
at leaſt attempted ſo to be, by ſome, with whom, I fear, 
YOU are too well acquainted. So little do Men think, 
when they begin to allegorize and indulge Fancy, to 
What Lengths they may run! 

[n] To this, I ſhall have Occaſion to > ſpeak 1 In an- 
other Place. 


14 | vi. 


and no ſmall Se& among us: And the other Part of 


E 


vi. 1. See alſo . Ixiii. 10. Jobn vi. 66. 
1 Theſ. v. 19. 1 Tim. i. ee 10 n 

is 10% 1 en 
Weak and ignorant Chriſtians wo 
* Dr. Fortin) imagine, that Original ang 
e Hereditary Sin is an Entire Depravity, 
e by which a Man is ſtripped both of 
% Power and Inclination to do any one 
e Good Action; but that the Elect (of 
* whom Himſelf is always one) are ſaved 
e by Irreſiſtible Grace, and by a bare Be- 
lief that they are elected, and ſo go to 
Heaven upon very commodious Terms, 
©. whilſt all around them are doomed. to 
e periſh everlaſtingly, to the Honour [ac 
« cording to Wem] of the Supreme Being, 
© and to the great Comfort of his Fa- 
ce vourites. Now, this Total Corruption 
« of Man is a mere Fiction, (idolum cere- 
« ri) and all that we can collect from 
&* the Scriptures concerning our Depravity, —_ 
« is This — that after our Firſt Parents —_ 
* had fallen from a State of Innocence, 1 
the Temptations to Sin were increaſed, 
* but the Natural Powers to 1e thoſe 
«© Temptations were not deſtroyed, and the 
„ FAVOURABLE Aſiſtances of the Divine 
D 3 * Spirit 
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& Spirit were. not withdrawn [n].” (To 


which we may add) eſpecially from Thbofe 
who were well-gd:ſpoſed, or had made a pra- 


per Uſe of what was revealed to their Minds 
by God's Word and Works. 


This is plain, from the Jaftances of 


Ale, Enbeb, \Noab, Abraham, | Abimelech, 


Ifavc, Jacob, Joſepb, Fab, David, Ke. 
The Law of Aofes gave no adlitional Sup- 


ply of Grace, yet neither did it diminiſh it. 
Crtate in me (ſays David) à clean Heart, 


O God, and renew @ right: Spirit within 
me. Caſt me not away from thy Preſence ; 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Re- 
flore unto me the Foy of thy Salvation; and 
uphold me with thy Free Spirit. (H. li. 
xo, &c.) There was Grace therefore 
under the Law, though it was not by the 
Law. The Law was divine, and given 
by God Himſelf ; but the full Diſcovery 
of Grace and Truth, came 80 Jeſus Chriſt. 
ant i. 17.) 


The . always taught, that 


the Child of Grace, being. once affured by 


inward Feelings (which he never failed to 


12 teh not afforded in fo eſpecial a Manner, 
in ſuch gh — as before the Fall. 
be) 
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be) of his Salvation, never doubteth. after- 
wards, but is full of Foy and Confidence. 
But, as they. could not produce a Text of 
Scripture, to countenance, any thing more 
than Hope and rational Perſuaſion, the 


Divines of that Time ventured to ayle 


theſe Frelings Fancy,. if no worſe ; and 
were ſo free as to tell ſuch Enthuſiaſts, 


that they were only got into Fool's Para- 
diſe [ol. (See 2 * Debate, Be 
1668. p. 119.) 

Now, Methodiſts carry thei Rod - 
very near Thoſe of the Antinomians, (whole 
Tenets at the ſame time they pretend to 


abbor),: as to name the Hour of their Con- 


verſion, and venture to ſay, that, from Thar 


Hour, they have very ſenſibly felt. God's 


Holy Spirit working within them, and af- 


fording delightful, nay infallible ¶Amurances 
of their Salvation. And, as a Conſequence 


of this, they hold themſelves to be inſpired, 
(in a bigh Senſe of the Word)- and make 
no Scruple to, pronounce, that all Thoſe, 


oe] * That poiſunet Doctrine of the Aminomians 
00 proceedeth mildly, (faith: Luther) Fleſh and Blood 
„ reliſheth it well; it is ſweet; it maketh People 
* rude and ſecure; it will "ny much Miſchiet.” 
(Coll. Menſ. p. 429.) 
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[40] 
who have no? theſe Feelings, are uncon- 
verted, no Children of God, no Heirs of 
Glory ; and that all who' have ſuch Feel- 
ings, may poflibly fall away for a Time, 
but cannot Finally. 

Now, all This is the Rant of Barclay, 
Behmen, Bunyan, and other Myſtics; and 
will be Alenced (at leaſt with the Sober and 
Senfible) by one ſingle Sentence of our 
Lord's, (namely) Thou canſt xor tell whence 
the Spirit cometh, and whither it goeth. 
(Jobn iii. 8.) As we can judge of the 


Wi nd only by its Effects; ſo can we judge 


only of our having the Spirit off God, by 
its Efficacy on our Lives. The Holy Spirit 
affiſis, but does not force: Force would be 
zncon/iflent with Liberty, and, conſequently, 
with a State of Trial: Grace (in common 
Caſes, of which we are here ſpeaking) 
moves the Will, but does not deſtroy its Free- 
dom. Grace may, therefore, be compared 
to that ſtill-ſmall Voice of God to Elijab, 
which gently and perſuaſively directs; and 

is ſeldom to be met with in the ſtrong 


Wind. or in the Earthquake, or in the 
| Fire. (1 Kings xix. Il, 12.) 


If 


[4+ ] 


If Inward Feelings. and Impreſſed Aſ- 
ſurances are eſſential to Salvation, then, 
What, alas | is become of the Firſt and Beſt 
Chriſtians ? What is. become of the Fathers 
of the Church, nay, even of our own Fa- 
thers, who never pretended to ſuch Feelings 
and Affurances? And yet many of us 
would, and might well be glad, not only 
to be buried in their Sepulchres; to have 
our Bones laid by their Bones ; but to enter 
into the ſame Reſt. 
Modern Enthuſiaſts carry their Fancies 
of Inſtantaneous and Irreſiſtible Grace /6 
far, as to. ſuffer all Religion to reſt upon 
this one Point; and poor, pious, melancholy 
Chriſtians, who cannot work themſelves up 
unto ſuch Heights, are delivered either to 
3 Deſpair Or Madneſs. | 
Very, very different is That, which was 
' ſpoken of Cbriſt and His Preaching by the 
Propbet 4 bruiſed Reed ſhall be not break | 
and ſmoaking Flax ſhall he not quench. (I. _ 
xlii. 3.) And let all ſuch Teachers call to =_ 
Mind that tog applicable Reproach of God 
by Ezekiel=mmmI/ith Lies ye have made the 
Heart of the Righteous ſad, whom I have 
not mage ſad; and ftrengthened the Hands 
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[ 42 ] 
of the Wicked, that. be foould nat return from 
his wicked Way, by promifing Him Life. 
(Ezek, xiii. 22.) And tbus ſaith the Lord 
God, Wo unto the foaliſh Prophets, uube fol 
low therr Quon Spirit, and baue ſeen not hing. 
(xiii. 3.) He that juſtiſeib the Wicked; 
(faith: Se/omon )- and he. that condemmeth \the 
Ju, even. they Beth are Abominattor. to the 
Lord p].  {Prav. xvii. 15. 


[] Much of this Confuſion and Unhappineſs might, 
one would think, have been prevented, if our Tran- 
ſlators, as they have fometimes been forced. to do, 
(particularly Acts xxv. 3.) ſo they had always or in- 
variably given us the Seine of xaris, where it is ufed in 
its general Meaning, by the Word Favour, and con- 
fined the Term GRAc to its now almoſt: Fngirely a 
propriated Senſe of Spiritual or Divine Influence, We 
ſhould not, furely, if this had been the Cafe, have had 
many Teachers inſiſting ſo earneſtly upon the Noctrines, 
that by Grace, in the Senſe of 1 Inftiration, 
we are, ;u/tified ; and that by I | 
we are /aved : But, on the contrary, we ſhould have 
found Preachers not miſtating, and conſequently, we 


; truſt, {peaking with St. Paul, — that Juſtiſication and 


Salvation are both Matters of Favour ; not Purchaſes of 
the Worts or Merits of Man, but, truly. and in Fact, 


Divine Donations, or the gratuitous Vquchſafements of 


God : For ALL have finned, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of God ; being juſtified freely by his Favour, through the 
Redemption that is in Chriſt Feſus ; Wham God hath ſent 


forth to be a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, to 


declare his Method of Fuſftification, for the Redemption 


I Sins that are paſt, through the Forbearance of Ct 


No 


Huence and InſÞiration 


143] 


Ne Man, ip a State of Trial, ean be 
fa of Salvation. We may, indeed, have 
a comfortable. Aſſyronce, or juſt and joyful 
Her ſuaſon, that, we are, at Preſent, in a 
State of Grace and Ju/ification, by our 
being enabled both to i and to do of 
(God's good Pleaſure : For thus, and thus 
only, tbe Spirit of God beareth Witneſs with 
our Spirit, that we arg 555 Chularen of (God, 
and Heirs through Haber; af 15 5 ſeen, 25 NO 
Hape. (Phil. ii. 13. Rom. vil. 16. 24.) 


fo. techs re, I Jay, at this Time, bis Methed of Fuſtifica- 
tien; that he might be juſt, and the Tuſtifier of him wha 
believeth (or truſteth) in Jeſus; (Rom. iii. 23, Ec.) 
By Faueur are ye SAVED, through Faith; and that 
(Salvation) not of yourſelves, it is the Gift of 775 
Nat of Works, left any Man ſhauld boaſt, (Eph. ii. 8 
Y 9.) And if by FAvouR, then is it ne more. of erbe, 
z 7 or. of Debt) otherwiſe Favour is no more Favour, 
( Rom. ii. 6.) 
For my own Part, on reading the Books of modern 
Enthuſiaſts, I do not ſo much blame them, as wiſh fox 
8 a new and juſt Tranſlation : And, ſurely, it is high 
: Ties for the Lovers of Truth and Peace to ſet about 
5 1k 
The two Debates, which have chiefly and almoſt 
” fatally divided Proteſtants, are concerning Grace and 
5 Tuſtifcation ; and both theſe Debates would, I appre- 
bend, in a little Time be put an End to, by anly doing 
Juſtice to the Original, and carefully diſtinguiſhing the 
general and appropriated Senſes of the two Words 
Xp and Aa,ỹmuũ. 
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„„ 
« The Divine Author, and his Opera- 


ec tions, are hidden from us, (ſays Mr. 


* Ridley) but his Fork is not; His Work 
6 js moſt manifeſt, And though we can- 
© not ſee God at any time, or fee] the Mo- 
“ tions of the Spirit in our Hearts, yet is 
there certain Evidence, whether we have 
<« received Him or not. St. John gives us 
te an infallible Rule — We know that God 
e droelleth in us, if we keep his Command- 
% ments.” (1 John iii. 24.) [9] | 


[4] It may, I think, be received as a Truth, and 
be proved by every [n/fance in Scripture, and every 


Example of Experience, that one great and moſt evident 


Difference between the ordinary and extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, is this, that the ordinary Gifts or Grkees, 
though we know from Scripture that they are really 


granted us, yet we can never di/:nguiſh them from 


the Operations of our own Minds ; whereas the extra- 
ordinary Gifts ever were, and, in the Nature of them, 
ever mut be diſtinguiſhable. Times of high and ſen- 
ſible Inſpiration are paſſed by, and low and imper- 


ceptible Degrees now ſerve every neceſſary Purpole. 
And, for my own Part, I never could find an _ 


(in my little Experience) of an as extraordinary Gift of 
the Spirit in any one, let his Pretenſions to it be what 
they would. On the contrary, I have ever obſerved, 
that the higher the Pretenſions were to Inſpiration, the 
4% Evidence there was of the Truth of it. Men of 


clear Heads, ready and polite Tongues, of convinced, 
and, for that Reaſon, of warm Hearts, may and oft 
40 ſurprize. But theſe are not the Men who pretend to 


As 


45 ] | 
As to the Doctrine of Preſent Certainty, 
or Preſent Aſſurances of Salvation, by the 
ſenſible Impreſſions of the Holy Ghoſt, it has 
been admitted (perhaps #ncautiouſly) by 
ſome very eminent and pious Proteſtants ; 
it will be no other, therefore, than decent 
and proper, carefully to re-examine this 
Matter, before we preſume to pronounce, 
with any farther Degree of Peremptorineſs, 
upon the Point. 
| Now, if we can, during this Life, ar- 
rive at the Certainty of our Future Salva- 
tion, the Evidence muſt ariſe either from 
a /irong Fancy, or from regular Deductions 
of the Mind, or from immediate Revelation 
of ſome ſort or other. 


Inſpiration: On the contrary, they are generally People, 
whoſe Heads are either naturally dull, or accidentally 
hurt, who /peak and twrite without either Connexion or 
Propriety ; who are (as the Apoſtle juſtly and charitably 
obſerves) zealous, but not according to Knowledge. — 
Beſides, if theſe Men were extraordinarily inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoft, we ſhould diſcover that Uniformity 
and Conſiſtency which we ſo juſtly admire and reverence 
in the Words and Writings of the Prophets, Apaſtles, 
and other truly inſpired Perſons : Whereas Theſe Men 
do not only daily differ from and contradic! EACH 


OTHER, but very frequently d;ffer from and contraaie? 
THEM&ELVES, 5 


Fancy, 
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( 46 ] 
Fancy, the Firſt of Theſe, may be fineng; 
_ convincing, and * ng; a it * alſo be 
fatal. 

The nk to wit, Rational Aſſurance, 
cannot be fully and regularly deduced from 
a Review of our Faith and Practice, until 
our Warfare is over, and, conſequently, not 
until our Laſt Hours, If we Then find, on 
ſerious Examination, that we are in a State 
of Grace and Juſtiſication, we need not fear 
but we ſhall continue ſo to be; if we Ther 
perceive, that we have had our Fruit unto 
Holineſs, we may fafely and aſſuredly col- 
lect, that the End ſhall be Everlaſting Life, 
(Rom. vi. 22.) But we ſhould not, me- 
thinks, preſume to carry theſe Aſſurances 
higher than St. Paul rifes in his Prayer for 
the Brethren——— Now, the God of Hope fill 
you with all Joy and PEAce in believing, 
that ye may abound in Hope, through the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt. (Rom. xv. 13.) 

Of the Third Sort of Aſſurance, (name- 
ly) by immediate Revelation either (for 
Example) by a Voice from Heaven, or by 
an Appointed Meſſenger, or by the Extra- 
ordinary and plainly diſtinguiſhable In- 
Pprefſions or Suggeſtions of the Holy Spirit. 

1 — of 


1921 


of Theſe we have no Promiſe in Seripture, 


and conſequently, can have little Reaſon 
to expect them; nay, poſſibly, it may be 
tempting God ſo to do. 

It any Thing can be gathered from 
Examples Extraordinary, it would only be 
This----that the Favour of Aſſurance might 
be humbly ſought for, and expected, at 
the Cloſe of Life. The Penitent Thief, and, 
afterwards, St. Paul, had theſe Extraordi- 
nary. Aſſurances; but the One was upon 
the Croſs, and to be That Day in Paradiſe; 
and the Other was ready to be offered, and 


bis Departure at Hand. (2 Tim. iv. 6.) 


The Apoſtle, while his Warfare continued, 
although he abounded in Revelations, yet 
fays, I keep under my Body, and bring it into 


| Subjeftion---leſt I ſhould be a Caſt-away : 


Which ſhews, at leaſt, that he had Ther: 
received no ſuch Aſſurance of his Salvation; 
and yet This was (as Dr. Vaterland ob- 
ſerves) above Twenty Years after his mira- 
culous Converfion. And it was not until 
he Han fought the good Fight, nap finiſhed 
bis Courſe, HAD kept the Faith, that he 
makes this Declaration —— Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


which 
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[ 48 ] ; 
which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, ſhall 
give me at That Day. (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) 

But it may be aſked Does not the 
ſame Apoſtle, long before, ſay We are 


Confident ; and, again, therefore we are al- 
ways confident ? (2 Cor. v. 6. 8.) 


It may be anſwered, (in the Words of 


ip: Locke) © Sapeei|es, being undaunted, 


and Ynppgper, we are undaunted, (which 
24 is the exact Tranſlation of the Greek) 


© ſignifies, in theſe two Verſes, the ſame 


« that x exxraxupt, we faint not, does 


above; i. e. I go on undauntedly, with- 
« out flogging, preaching the Goſpel with 
&« Sincerity, and direct Plainneſs of Speech.” 

The Word Tageno:ic, which we tranſlate 
Confidence, and St. Paul infiſts upon as a 


Duty, generally means, either Boldneſs in 


Preaching, or Frankneſs in Profeſſing the 
Goſpel. It is uſed in this Latter Senſe Heb. 
iii. 6. Chriſt's Houſe are wwe, if we bold faſt 
the Confidence, (i. e. the open and free Pro- 
feſſion of our Faith) and the Rejoicing of 
the Hope firm unto the End. (Compare 
Chap. x. 23.) [r] 


[1] The Climax requires, that the Confidence here 
mentioned, ſhould be a bes crowning Attainment than 


In 


49 

In the 14th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, 
it is ſaid-Me are made Partakers of Chriſt, 

if we bold the Beginning of our Confidence 

| feedfaſt unto the End. But it is in the Ori- 
ginal vro5ars, not Confidence, but Hope, 
or Exßpectation, (to wit) of Eternal Life 
through Cbriſt, and not through Moſes ; 

to whom the Hebrews were, it ſeems, at 

that Time, ſtrangely inclined to return. 

The Rejoicing of the Hope, the firong 
{ Conſolation, the Anchor of the Soul, are Ex- 
preſſions which relate to this Grant Eter- 


te es . —— — — - 
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nal Life, brought to Light by the Goſpel : 
n berein God, willing more abundantly to 
Deu unto the Heirs of Promiſe the Immuta- 


bility of his Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath : 
X That by Two immutable Things, in hich it 
a Vas impoſſible for God to lie, we might have a 
n KF /rong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge, 
0 lay hold upon the Hope ſet before us: 
2 | Which Hope we have, as an Anchor of the 
ſt * Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which en- 


)- | 

of ; the Rejoicing of the Hope; whereas, according to theſe 

re Teachers, it is a greater: For Hope of Salvation, how» 
: ever rejoicing it may be, mult ftill all ſhort of the Con- 
feder.ce of it. | | 
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[ 50 ] | 
tereth into That within the Vetl. ( Heb. iii. 
6.—-vi. 18, 19. Compate Heb. x. 20.) 

We are deſired (Heb. vi. 11.) to fhew 
the fame Diligence, to the full Aſſurance of 
Hope unto the End: And, again, (X. 22.) 
to draw near with a true Heart, and in full 
Aſſurance of Faith, or Truſt. - And what 
this Faith or Truſt is, the Apoſtle tells us, 
in the Verſes foregoing, (namely] in the 
Sacrifice and Offering of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, the „ over the Houſe of 
God. 

The Paſſages above are wreſted, we ap- 
prehend, to dangerous Purpoſes, when 
they are brought in Proof of Things to 
which they no-way relate; (to wit) of 
Private Aſſurances of Salvation; or of our 
own infallibly enjoying this Eternal Life. 

What has been obſerved, will be ſtrongly 
confirmed by St. John, who ſpeaks to theſe 
ſeveral Points in his Firſt Epiſtle. | 
Hie There warns us againſt Fanciſul Se- 

curities —— Little Children, let no Man de- 
ceive you: He that doth Righteouſneſs is 
righteous ; and he that committeth Sin, (i. e. 
deliberate, impious, malicious, and hurt- 
ful Sin) 7s of the On: For the Devil 
(thus) 


(chus) ſinnelb. from the Beginning. (1 Jobn [| if 
ili. 7, 8.) „ 
He ſpeaks alſo of Confidence i in Ourſelves, [| 
but (take Notice) he defers it until after 
Death. Little Children, abide in Chriſt ; 
that when He ſhall appear, we may have 
Confidence, and not be aſhamed before Him at 
his Coming, ii. 28. And, in another Place, 
that we may have Boldneſs in the my of 

Judgment. (iv. 17.) 

He ſpeaks likewiſe of Afurance in This 
Lie; or the Perſuaſion, that we are at 
Preſent in a State of Grace and Juſtification; 
which he calls Confidence towards God : 
And gives us a Rule (iii. 19, Cc.) whereby 
we may know that we are of the Truth, and 5 
ſhall AssuRxE (in the Greek, perſuade) our 16 00 
Hearts before him. And the Rule is This . 
If our Heart condemn us not, upon ſe- rt 
rious Examination, (but we find, that we 10 

do indeed believe, or truſt, (@irwurops) in 
the Name or Power of Jeſus Chriſt, love one 

| another, and keep the Commandments) then 
s BÞ have we Confidence trwards God, both with 
| reſpe@ to our own Prayer and bis Promiſe : 
Por whatſcever we aſh, according to his Will, 
(or for our ſpiritual and everlaſting Good) 
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[ 52] 

we recerve of him, becauſe we keep his Com- 
mandments: And this is the PROMISE that 
he hath promiſed us, even Eternal Life. (il. 
25.) This is the REcoRD, that God hath 
given unto us Eternal Life: And this Life 
is in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath Life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
not Life. Theſe Things have 1 written unto 
you that believe, or truſt, in the Name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know, or ſee, 
that ye bave Eternal Life; (i. e. a Promiſe 
of it from God, given in and by Chriſt) 
and that ye may believe, or truſt, in the 
Name, or Power, of the Son of God, (v. 
11, Cc. Compare Rom. vi. 23.) 

To aſſure Ourſelves, that we are in a 
State of Grace, or that we have the Spirit 
of God, he tells us, that God is Love; and 
he that dwelleth in Love, duwelleth in God, 
and God in him. (iv. 16.) [s]|—-And to 
aſſure Ourſelves, that we are zu/{zfied, and 
in a regenerate State, he ſays, I ye know 
that Chriſt is Righteous, (i. e. a ſufficient 
[-] (I wiſh this, the beſt of all Tokens, was more 
frequently thought of !]J Hereby know we, that wwe 
dwell in Him, and He in us; becauſe he hath given us 
of bis Spirit; i. e. of the Spirit of Love.— (Ver. 13. 
Compare Chap. iii. 24.) 

Sacrifice 


Sacrifice and Atonement for the Sins of all 


truly Penitent Believers) ye know (alſo) that 
every one that porH Righteouſneſs is born of 
Him. (ii. 29.) We know that we have 
paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe we love 
the Brethren. He that loveth not his Brother, 

abideth in Death. (iii. 14.) 

In snoRT---Chri/tians, of late, (we may 
now, I think, venture to determine) have 
tmade no Improvement upon This Point : 
And they would have ſpoken more con- 


ſiſtently with Reaſon, Scripture, and the 


ſeveral States of our Exiſtence, had they 
confined (as the Firſt Chriſtians did) Hope, 
to the State of Trial; Aſſurance, to the 
Separate State; and complete Fruition, to 
the State after Judgment. 


Y 


There is a heavy Charge ſtill behind, 
(namely) that while Methodiſis hold that 
Faith alone will both ju/izfy and ſave, yet 


many of them do not indeed know what 


Faith is. 
Now, Faith is an Equivecal Term, or 


bears Fore! Senſes. It ſtands,” more par- 
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„ 1 
ticularly, for Belief, Truſt, and Faithful- 


neſs. (I:54, www, 715%, Compare the 
Greek of Jude, Ver. 3. 20. Jobn ni. 1 5. 
Ezpb. i. 1. and 3 Jobn v. Or, according 
to the beſt Latin Divines, Figes, Fiducia, 
| Hidelitas. ) 

Firſt, It ſtands for Belief (hy of 
all Revealed Truths; more particularly, of 
what Chriſt Jeſus did, Said, ſuffered, and 
promiſed. And This is diſtinguiſhed by 
the general Name of Chriſtian Faith; (uci- 
v ig, pic ws, Tit. i. 4. Epb. iv. 5.) 
and to This the Church of England ſpeaks, 
in ſeveral of her Firſt Articles; and St. ; 
James never uſes the Word Faith in any 
other Senſe. 

Secondly, For Truſt (namely) in the 
Blood, the Atonement or Sacrifice of Chriſt ; 
by which Faith, Reliance, or Truſt, coly 
or alone, the zruly penitent or returning 
Sinner (for ſuch is the Favour, ſo the Will 
and Appointment of God) obtains his Par- 
don, and is looked upon (at Preſent) as one 
Who is really righteous : And to this Truſt 
or Reliance, Divines appropriate the Term 
of Fuſtifying Faith; and concerning This, 


our 


1 
our Church treats, in her 117% Article, and 
St. Paul, in ſeveral of his Epiſtles [t]. 


E hirdly, For Faithfulneſi, and that 19. 


in Ourſelves, and Yo our Maſter, for the 
Time to- come : And This 1s Properly 
called Saving Faith, To This our Saviour 
refers, when he ſays Be thou faithful 
unto Death, and 1 . give thee a Crown 
of Life : (Rev. ii. 10.) And concerning 


This, our Church ſpeaks, in her 1 210 Ar. 


ticle. 

Without this High Degree of Faith, Ts 
wit) Fidelity, (which can only ſhew i tlelf 
by our Works) Belief, (the Firſt and 
Loweſt Degree of Faith) St. James has 
taught, can neither ſave nor juſtify. Which 
is a certain, and, when rightly underſtood, 

an indiſputable Truth ; and very far 5 . 
being inconſiſtent with any Thing that St. 
Paul has ſaid concerning the Second Degree 


[:] St. Paul makes uſe of the Subſtantive 1716 


(Faith) in many and very different Senſes ; but, when 
he ſpeaks of juſtihhing Faith, or of the Faith that is 
imputed to us for preſent Righteouſneſs, he moſt fre- 
quently /s (and ſometimes actually Joins with it) the 
Verb or Participle, which implies and calls for Tru/t 
or Reliance, as well as Belief, (See the Greek of Rom. 
Ill. 22.—iv. 3. 5. 24.—X. 4, 10, 11. Cal. it, 16.— 
ui. 22. As xiii. 39.) | 
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[ 56 ] 


of Faith, or the immediate Mean of Juſti- 


fication, (to wit) Reliance or Truſt. Truſt 
in Chriſt's Atonement is, by Divine Appoint= 
ment, imputed to the Penitent Believer for 
Tuſtification on his Firſt Converſion ; and, 


indeed, on his every ſeveral Return unto 


Chriſt : (for there is more than a Firſt and 


Final Juſtification [u].) Yet, unleſs Faitb- 
ulneſi be the Laſt Effects, or his Foith (in 
the general Senſe of the Word) reaches his 
Heart, his Will and Affections, as well as 
his Head, his Knowledge and outward Pro- 
te Non, -he will forfeit his Fuſtification, and 
not be intitled to Salvation. 0 
Why Truſt in the Blood or Sacrifice of 
Corift ſhould be preferred to all other Ap- 
pointments, i is not our Buſineſs, and lies 
beyond our Perfect View: But ſo far we 
can ſee, that though Truft is the leaſt Re- 
turn we can make to our Redeemer, yet is 
it the Higheſt Honour we can do Him, 


L The jir/t and final Juſtifications, ſo much and 
ſo juſtly inſiſted upon by Biſhop Hoadly, Dr. Taylor, 
wh. Green, and Mr, Halifax, are to be underſtood 
xe] «ox», of only our more eminent Juſtifications, It 


would be ill, indeed, with Man, if the Pardon of his 


Bins was confined to any fixed Number of Times, 
to ttoice, to ſeven, or to ſcvgnty times ſeven. 


next 


11 


next to that of Faithſulneſs, or of a good 
and religious Life ——In other Words---- 
This is to receive Chriſt in all his Offices - 
To believe in him, as he is our Pro- 
phet ; to rely on him, as he is our Prieſt; 
and to obey him, as he is our King. 

This Degree of Faith, which we gene- 
rally call Tru/?, is capable of being carried 
to the greateſt Height, even to Confidence 
on one Side, as the Chriſtian can have 10 
Doubt with reſpect to the Obje of it, 
(namely) the Efficacy or Sufficiency of 
CrrisT's Atonement, for the Pardon of 
paſt and repented Sins: But he ought to 
be cautious, extremely cautious (as nothing 
expoſes ſo much to Danger as Security) 
how he pronounces himſelf to. be a proper 
Subject of ſuch Grace or Favour. For if 
his Repentance be inſincere, the Foundation 
is laid upon Sand, and the more he builds 
upon it, the greater only will be the Fall. 
Belief and Truft, without Repentance, or 
the for/aking of Sin, are like the Image in 
Nebuchadnezzar's Dream----upwards, Sil- 
ver and Gold; below, Iron and Clay. 

But what is there of This Faith, in the 
Definition given by Methodiſts-—-Who ſay, 

2 that 


; 2 - 8 pets 
r : 


7 74 
Fa 14 
7.) 9 
* { 
43 
i 
4 J 
; } 
3 
. { 
401 Sv 
i 
” 
7 
9 
i 
38+ 
* 
4 
8 
. 
1 
+. 
ih 
4Y 'F 
+ I 
1 
1 
} 
' 
| 1%, 
i 38 
. 
_ . 
+ Hi 
F 
1 
F * 
1 
j 
4 Th 
1 
& 
' 
: 
1 
i 
[ 
þ 
. 
[ 
5 7 
1 7 
90 
1 
7 1 
r 
"*Þ : 
vt 
7 
1 
4 
1 
5 L 
+ 
4+ b 
E 
S 
Nr 
13 
e 
1 
fo! 
Ip 
1 
. 
1 
7; 
' 
Iv 
1 
i 
= 
3! 
319 
179 
4, 8) 
WE” | 
„ 
1 
» 
11 
1 
1 
+ Bop 
4%] 
os 
1 
WH 


eee 
> 


—— 
* 
— * — — 


* - * e ” 
_— 
—— N 


—————— 


2 * = hs 
— —— Os ny 
— on wg. — 

— 


— 
« yy — — LT 
- "= — * . - 
- p — * ＋. 4 5 * wr —.— 13 TT 2 * * 

— — — ET — — — — — IDII 2 7 — 40357 N 5 2 "ax: — — 

2 > RAG, ow ear to, — - PA as OL Ly „ = 4 * * — ” " — — — * p - / 
te ——— — — —[F— * 7 - — — —— hs N 5 — ; 2 

Waſh : Ld N I — r wy 4 2 : e — — ——— * — — 

CC > — 9 — Ne Irene JnneG —.— 

2 PP N * * — — — — —— 2 — Arr. <a" — TING — 

— —— — 


= 
——— — 
2 — 


$44 
— —_— ——U—h — 


cn 
— ICI 
— e 
ng EIS a - 
— + Lee can — - 
_ 2 
: ES 


1 


581 
that it is 4 receiving Forgiveneſs: of Sins; 
nay more, a ſen/ible or impreſſed Aſſurance 
of Salvation? Why nothing at all, or next 
to nothing at all: For our. Own, or an 
Active Belief, Truſt and Faithfulneſs do 
not ſo much as appear in the Definition; 
and that Paſſive Feeling, which is ſubſti- 


tuted in their place, will very ill ſupply it 


UX]. 
Some carry this Matter ſo far, as to ſay, 
That they knew as well when they received 


© Remiſſion of Sin, and the aſſured Pledge 


of Everlaſting Life into their Hearts, as 


© they know when they receive Meat into 
« their Mouths, or Money into their 
* Hands.“ Which Example ſhews ſuf- 
ficiently of itſelf, how far Imagination 


may go, and that Men may with as 


much Eaſe WO upon Toney as 
Others. 


fa] They who give this ile PR they 
ſpeak with Reaſon and Scripture, or are, perhaps, /e/s 
upon their Guard) very frequently ſtile Faith an Act 
oF the Mind; whereas here wwe are paſſive in the 
Work, it is the Act of God Upox the Mind. So ſoon 
are Men loft in Croſs-Roads, when they venture to 
deviate from the Way of Truth ; and neceſlary it ever 


zb, and Vill remains, to rebuke them ſharply, that they 


may be jound in the FAITH, (Titus i. 13.) 


Let 


9 ] 
Let all Thoſe, therefore, who ſay, that 
we are both juſtified and ſaved by Faith 


only, take better Care that their Faith be 


the true one; or that it includes Belief, 


Tung. and Faithfulneſs. 


From the Chriſtian Religion, er is 
no excluding Good Works or Obedience, 
though a great deal of Pains (and no 
Wonder) has been taken to exclude them. 


For if we hold with the Orthodox, that 


We are JUSTIFIED by Faitb only; yet we 


cannot prove, that we ſhall continue juſtified 


by Faith only [y], or never fall from this 


State of Juſtification by Sin- -conſequently, 


we muſt; for the ſake of Truth and Com- 


fort, admit ſome of their next Articles con- 


cerning Good Works, or Fruits <which do 


bring out Res of a true and lively 


T 5 Er ee 0 vain 10 Man, that Faith, if it hath 


not Wirks, is dead, being alone. Without Charity, we 


are nothing ; for "notbins availeth, but Faith which. 
worketh by Love. Abraham truſted in God, and his 


Truſt was imputed to him for Rightecuſneſs, or Juſtifi- 


cation : But this Truſt was not all—for he readily 


_ complied with the Direction of God, and offered Iſaac 
his Son upon the Altar, and afterwards continued ſo 
faithful, as to be called the Friend of God; which 


ſhews, that his Faith wrought with his Warks, and by 


 Warks was his Faith bun, (James il. 20, Sc.) 


Faith ; 
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[ 66 ] 
Faith ; nor deny a Place of Fergiveneſs to 
ſuch as truly repent, Or, if we go a Step 
higher, and ſay, that we are saver by 
Faith only; yet, What do we get? For, 
at laſt, we can only judge, that we have 
this Faith by our Forks : So that we might 


as well have admitted, at firſt, that Faith 


and Good Works are inſeparable Conditions 


of Salvation, as Repentance and Truft are 0 6 


Tuſtification. 


It may be proper to obſerve bers that 
Faith and Obedience, or Faith and Good 
Works, are not the Cauſes, but the Means 
of Salvation. We are not ſaved, any more 
than Juſtiſied, either for our Faith or our 
Obedience, but for the Merits of Cbriſt, 
and by Faith and Obedience. And to ſay, 
that we are ſure of the End (Salvation), 
without the Means (Faith and Obedience), 


can, at leaſt, have nothing in it of that 
Humility, which recommended the Publi- 


can in the Goſpel ; and is too like unto a 


Servant making himſelf ſure of his Wages, 


whether he does any York or not. 


„But is not This to preach Works as 


te the Papiſts do? No, certainly it is 


« not, (fays Chillingworth) but to preach 
> Works 


1611 

Works as Chriſ and his Apoſtles 40 FM 
is to preach the Necęſſity of them, which 
no good Proteſtant, no good Chriſtian 
ever denied ; but it is not to preach the 
« Merit of mem, which is the Error of 
« the Papiſts,” (1 Serm. P. 14. FW. 
Edit.) 

% But ſome fay, (you tell me) There 
is no ſuch Thing as a Good Work in an 
« imperfect Creature; and, conſequently, 
« Good Works can be no Condition of Man's 
Salvation ; becauſe, on ſuch a Condition, 
he could not poſſibly attain unto it.“ 

I anſwer. The Fallacy of this Argu- 
ment manifeſtly lies in the Terms; in ſlip- 
ping the Words Good Work and Good 
Works into the Place of Perfeff Work 
and Perfect Works; and needs no other 
Confutation, but that of ſetting them right 
_ again ;— which I may very ſafely truſt 
to ſuch an Enquirer as yourſelf, But, at 
the ſame time, let me recommend to your 
Conſideration, that our Depravity was not 
of our immediate procuring, and that our 
Infirmities, though they are foſtered by us, 
yet were they the Birth of Nature; and 
we may, dunn, be aſſured, that 
both 


* 


ce 


6 — er ⏑ſ—(zj AAS EA or — + 


[FJ]. 
both will be allowed for by an Equitable 
Judge ; and the more eſpecially, as it ap- 
pears even to us, that it was neceſſary that 


we ſhould be imper fect, and expoſed alſo to 
Depraved Propenſities, io Sins which do 


more eafily beſet us, in order to become ſuit- 
able Subjects of Probation, or of the State 
W ie: 4. 5 10 

The Race that is ſet before 4s, no one 
had ever yet Strength enough of Himſelf 
to run, except Chriſt; and He alone, 


therefore, can ſtrictly be ſaid to have won, 


or merited the Prize :. But He graciouſly 
zmparts of his Strength, and diſiributes of 
the Prize alſo, to all Thoſe who follow Him 
in earneſt ; and the nearer they come to his 
Steps, in greater Proportion. 

But, that we may not dece:zve Ourſelves, 
or depend too much on the Plea of Inability, 


let me aſk, Which of the Ten Command- 
ments (for Example) is grievous, or a Bur- 


den to a Man, who would not offend his 
God, and is actually af/i/ted by the Ordinary 


Meaſures of Grace? — Could he not, 


even with Sincerity, believe, that there is 


but One God? Could he not worſiip Him 


without Idelatry? Could he not avoid 
the 


[ 63] Tn! 
the Profaning of his Name? Could he THF 
not keep his Sabbath? Muſt he diſhonour 1 | 
his Parents? Muſt he commit Murder, 10 
Adultery, or Theft ? Might he not abſtain 186! | 
from bearing Falſe Witneſs; and from ſuch 144 
Covetouſneſs as will draw him from De- [| i 
pendence upon God, or induce him to Wl 
wrong his Neighbour « Certainly he might. = | 
Let us not, therefore, tax God with being If | 
an hard Maſter, with reaping where he has 14 
not ſown, and gathering where he has not "i 
| firawed; but rather let us confeſs the rea/ W 
Truth that He is Juſt, and We are Idle. ng Wit! 
(Conſult 1 Cor. x. 13.) 1 j 

But, leſt it ſhould be thought, that This Wil 1 
is an Attempt rather to ſilence Objectors 150 
than to ſatisfy them, let us, by the Help 10 
of Reaſon and Scripture, endeavour to 1 
range our Thoughts in a ſtill more diſtinct wh 
Manner upon this Point; and, poſſibly, | 
we may find, that the Tenets of the Sincere 
are rather confuſed than contradictory. We 
have all the ſame Materials to work with, 
(much the ſame Heads, and the very ſame 
Scriptures :) The Difference mutt chiefly 
lie, therefore, in the Manner of their Ar- 
l * rangement, 
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There are then, I apprebend, Four Sorts 
of Works, which come within the Compaſs 
of this Enquiry : (namely) Evil Works, 
Works of Juſtice, Good Works, and Perfect 
Works. 

And, (Firſt) It will be granted, that 


Man is capable of Evil Works. Every wil- 


ful Tranſgreſſion of a Law of God, which 


abſolutely enjoins or forbids, is an Exclud- 


ing Sin; or by it a Man forfeits his Juſtifi- 
cation, and muſt either ſeek for Pardon 
again, by Repentance and Faith, or be loſt, 
(1 Cor. vi. 9, &c.) 

(Secondly,) It will probably be allowed, 
that Man is capable of Works of Juſtice. 
The Laws both of God and Man require 
and exact of us Yorks of Juſtice : It would 
be very hard, therefore, if they were placed 
out of the Reach of both our Natural and 
Moral Powers. The Performance of Works 


of Juſtice, we may obſerve, has very little | 
Claim to Reward, even upon Promiſe : It | 


exempts chiefly from Puniſhment. 


There are Works alſo, (Thirdly) which | 
the Scriptures, at leaſt, ſcruple not to call 
Good Works : And theſe are ſuch Diſtin- | 
guſhing DrcREEs of Purity in Ourſelves, of | 
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1 
Piety towards God, and of Love and Cba- 
rity to our Fellou-Creatures, as the Laws 
of Man cannot reach or oblige us to, yet 
ſuch as we are ALL [Z] able to exert and 
maintain, eſpecially with the ſecret Bleſſing 


Iz] With reſpe& to the Degrees of Piety, Purity, 
and Benevolence, the Poor are upon an equal Foot with 
the Rich; And, in regard to Alms- giving, although 
the Rich may do far more Good to their Fellow- Crea- 
tures, and ought to rejoice in the Advantage and Op- 
portunity of ſo doing, yet the Deęſire and Diſpeſition 

of the Poor will not be overlooked, but mate their 
ſmall Offerings abound to their Account; and become an 
Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, well- 
pleaſing to God. God is able, indeed, to make all Grace, 

or Favour, abound towards us, that we always, having 

| lll Sufficiency in all Things, may abound to every good 
Mor But, where this is not the Caſe, and Penury is 
our Condition or Lot, (for great Variety of Conditions 
are requiſite to a State of Trial) there two Mites, or 
one Farthing, may become an abundant Offering ; nay, 

a Cup of cold Water, in certain Circumſtances, Mall in 

m wiſe loſe its Reward. —Be merciful, therefore, after 
thy Power. If thou haſt much, give plenteouſly; if thou 
haſt little, do thy Diligence gladly, to give of that little; 
or ſo gathereſt thou thyſelf a good Reward in the Day of 
Neceſſity : For God is not unrighteous, or unjuſt, to fore 
get your Work of FaiTH, and Labour of Love, which 
you have ſhewed towards His Name, his Will and Com- 
mandment, tn that ye have miniſtered to the Saints, and 
do miniſter; in that ye have done Good unto all Men, 
* eſpecially to them who are of the Houſhald of Faith, 
1. | (Phil. iv. 18. 2 Cor. ix. 8. Mark xii. 41. Luke 
c I xXi. 1. Mat. x. 42. Tob. iv. 8, 9. Heb. vi. 10. 
0 4 Gal, vi. 10.) | : | | 
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and Aſiſiance of the Holy Spirit, which 
will enable us both to will and to do them; 
and to which we are laid under the fricteſt 
Obligations, by the revealed Mill of God.--- 
Let not a Widow (ſays St. Paul) be taken 
into the Number under Threeſcore Years Old, 
baving been the Wife of one Man, well re- 
ported of for Good Works; if ſhe have 
brought up Children, if ſhe have lodged 
Strangers, if ſhe have waſhed the Saints 
Feet, i, ſhe bave relieved the Aficted. 
(1 Tim. v. 9, Sc.) And Jeſus ſaid unto 
his Diſciples, Why trouble ye the Woman ? 
For, in that fhe hath poured this Ointment. 
on my Body, ſhe hath wrong bf a Good M. ork 
upon me. (Matt. xxvi. 10.) 

. Theſe Good Horks, though they a 
placed i in a Lower Claſs than Perfect 2 
becauſe they are Works only of Degree [a], 


a] The god Ground is ſaid to give its Increaſe in 
the various Meaſures and Degrees of Thirty, Sixty, 
and an Hundred, ( Mark iv. 20. .) The Talents delivered 
unto us, to every Man according to his ſeveral Ability, 
amount, at the moſt, to a ſmall and much limited 
Number. They are deſcribed to be as Five, Two, 
and One; and therefore it is, that the 5% Improvers, 
or they who ſhall be received with the Well-done, are 
ſaid to be good and faithful in a few Things, (in a ſmall. 
TION) although they hall be made Rulers over many 


yet 
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Yet are they placed in an higher than 


Works of Juſtice, both on account of theif 
own intrinſic Excellency, (for Works of 
Faith and Love, of Genefoſity and Compaſ- 


ſion, far excel thoſe of Law, and of Equity) 
and alſo on account of the Promiſe that is 


annexed to Them, (to wit) that our Future 
and Eternal Reward ſhall be in exact Pro- 
portion ( every Circumſtance being firſt 
weighed and conſidered) to what we do 
this Way, and under ſuch OTE and 
Aſſiſtance. 
It may be neceſſary Here to obſerve, 
that whatever is a Matter of Duty to God, 
and alſo ſbort of Perfection in II el cannot 
poſſibly be meritorious : (Luke xvii. , 10.) 
And, indeed, the Reward of theſe Good 
Warks is ſo entirely of Grace or Favour, ſo 
much out of all Proportion to their Extent 


and Worth, that the Good Man will re- 


nounce every Claim, but that which lies in 
the Promiſe; and the Thinking and Grate- 
ul Man find more than ſufficient Employ 
for his Thanks and Adoration in the Lar- 
geſs. 


Things, and enter into the Joy of their Lord, ( Wat. 


XXV. 14, &c.) K © 
2 On; 
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Concerning theſe Good Works, it is, we 
are told, — that we muſt be careful to 
maintain them; that we muſt be zealous 
about them; that we are throughly fur- 
niſhed, created (and re-created) in Chrift 
Jeſus unto them. (Tit. iii. 8. 14.---i1, 14. 
2 Tim. ili. 17. Epb. ii. 10. 2 Cor. iu. 


6.) [6] 
fb] * St, Paul teacheth, (faith the Homily on Faſi- 
ing) that we muſt do good Works, for diverſe Re- 
© ſpects. Firſt, To ſhew ourſelves obedient Children 
© unto our heavenly Father, who hath ordained them, 
ce that we ſhould walk in them. Secondly, For that 
© they are good Declarations and Teſtimonies of our 
40 Juſtification, Thirdly, That others ſeeing our good 
„% Works, may the rather by them be ſtirred up and 
excited to glorify our Father which is in Heaven. — 
Let us not, therefore, be ſlack to do good Works, 
« ſceing that it is the Will of God, that we ſhould walk 
* in them; afluring ourſelves, that, at the laſt Day, 
« every Man ſhall receive of God for his Labour done in 
« true Faith, a greater Reward than his Works have 
© dejerved. = hus much is ſaid in general of all good 
„ Works, Firſt, To remove out of the Way of the 
„ Simple and Unlearned, this dangerous Stumbling- 
« block, that any Man ſhould go about to prerchaſe or 
* buy 3 with his Works. Secondly, To take 
« away (ſo much as may be) from envious Minds, 
« and flanderous Tongues, all juſt Occaſion of ſlan- 
% derous Spezking, as though good Works were res» 
s jected,” - Let us (p. 61.) ſtudy daily and dili- 
« pentlv, to ſhew ourſelves to be the true Honourers | 
„ and Lovers of God, by keeping his Command | („ 
« ments, by doing of good Dzeds unto our needy BB .. ; 
| Some 
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Some Defe# or other will cleave to the 
Works of Man, as Man; either in the 
Manner, the Meaſure, or the Motive: 
And, accordingly, we ourſekves can gene- 
rally fee, even when we have done well, 
that we might have done bet/cr + So that 
the Actions of Good Men have This in 
common with the Weather, that they may 
be ſaid to be fair or fine, though ſome 
Chuds of the Lighter Sort appear. I men- 
tion this, partly as a Comfort to the Meal 
hearted, but chiefly as a Caution againſt the 
preſumptuous Plea of Merit or Deſervings. 
Pride and Boaſting do entirely -/af? our beſt 
and faireſt Fruit, in the Sight both of God 
and Man; and Silence and Humility ever 
will, and ever muſt, be the great Recom- 
menders of it. When thou therefore doſt 
Alms, (to give an Example in one of our 
beſt Good Works) let not thy left Hand 
know what thy right Hand doth; that th y 


„ Neighbours, relieving, by all Means that we can, 
« their Pover ty with our Abundance and Plenty, their 
% [gncrance with our Wiſdom and Learning, and 
© comfort their /eakneſs with our Strength and Au- 
e thority ; calling all Men back fiom Evil-doing, by 
* godly Counſel and good Example,  perſevering ſtill 
* in Well-doing, ſo long as we live.” 
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Ams may be in ſecret: And thy Father 
_ wphich. ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 
Matt. vi. 3, 4. Compare 2 Cor. ix. 12. 
Pbil. iv. 18.) | 
The greater the Number, and the bigher 
the Degrees of Good Works, the greater and 
higher our Merit with Men, and our Fa- 
vour with God: And This is ſufficient for 
our Encouragement | in the Exerciſe of Free- 
Will, without ſuppoſing or preſuming, that 
our Beſt Works really merit at the Hand or 
in the Sight of God. 


(Fourthly,) There are Perfect Works--- 


not comparatively, but abſolutely ſo: But 
Theſe belong not to Imperfect Creatures, 
and conſequently not to Man. And yet 


Theſe, perhaps, (for Want only of an ey 


and zecefſary Diſtinction) have given Oc- 
caſion to all our Confuſion and Coronet 
fies upon the Point. 


Perfect Works, or fuch as wil juſtify. of 


themſelves, are our Aim, (Matt. v. 48. 
2 Tim. iii. 17.) but not our Attainment ; 


for they admit of no Degrees: And, in this 


Senſe, there is None Good, ſave One, that 
7s God. (Mark x. 18.) Perfect Works 
lif We Soul arrive at them) are truly me- 

| rHOTIOUA, 


„5 


ar 


U 

ritorious, and give a Right to the Tree of 

Life, or juſtify without an Act of Grace or 
Favcur : Whereas Good. Works ariſe no 
higher than a Condition or Qualification in- 
fiſted upon in the A# of Grace itſelf. I 
came not (lays our Saviour) to call the 
Righteous, that is, the perfectly ſo, but. 
(fuch as we muſt all acknowledge Our- 
ſelves, in a greater or lower. Degree, to be) 
Sinners to Repentance : : They that are Whole 
need not a Phyſician, but they that are Sick. 
(Mark ii. 17.) And, with reſpect to this 
wholeſome and never-failing Integrity, we 
may, and muſt, both in the Church and 
Cloſet, confeſs- There is no Health in us. 

Hence, I think, it very plainiy appears, 
that Man is capable of performing many 
Good, though not Perfect Works; and 
that he not only can, but is under ſtrict 
Obligation fo to do, by the expreſs Order 
of his Creator; who ordained, even before 
the Foundation of the World, that Man 
ſhould walk zin them, be tried by them, 
and be rewarded according to them [cl. 


[c] Mr. Pope has ſaid 
A IVit's a Feather, and a Chief a Rod; 
An boneft Man' s the nobleſi Work of God. 
| Ethic Ep, IV. Line 257. 
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may be neceſſary to wucn, at leaſt, upon 


The laſt Line (which we often hear quoted by 
Deiftical Perſons, and ſome merely Nominal Chri- 
ſtians, in their own Juſtification z and as alſo a com- 
fortable Plea, if not a ſufficient Claim upon God, for 
their future Acceptance;) is, I apprehend, both very 
much and very dangerouſh miſtaken, The Poet here 
uſes the Word hone/t in the complex; in a Senſe it is 
very generally uſed by the beſt Latin Authors, from 
whom we have it, (namely) not only for 7, but for 


honourable, virtuous, and good. Any tolerable Dictio- 


nary will afford Examples enov/.— The Thought, if 


thus underſtood, amounts to no more than this, —that 
the Man, who is juſt, honourable, virtuous, and good, 


is not only preferable to a Wit and a Chief, but to every 
Work of this our Syſtem ; concerning which only, he 
undertakes to treat; (ſee Ep. I, Note 1.) which is an 
Aſſertion, that will ſcarce be diſputed with him; and 
more eſpecially, as the reſtoring of old Mords to their 
firſt Meaning, as well as the Caining of new, is a Li- 
cence more jeehy granted, by Optics, to the Diſcretion 
and Uſe of Poets. If Mr. Pepe had meant, by an Ho- 


neſt Man, a Perſon juft only with reſpect to Property, 


he would have placed his noble Work of God in a Claſs 


moſt evidently too low; for (according to this modern, 


and now, indeed, almoſt appropriated Senſe of the 
Word) although Honour and Virtue include Honeſty, 
yet Honeſty does not include Honour and Virtue; fo 
again, a Man cannot be good, unleſs he be honeſt, to 
the very utmoſt of his Ability ; but he may be honeſt, 

and yet not be good, This acute and wiſe Obſerver of 
Mankind could not be ignorant, that /ame of his Fellow- 


another 
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another Error, into which the Motil, 7”. 


are zealouſly running, and which has 
proved already a ſucceſsful Lure, with re- 


ſpect eſpecially to the Poor ; and that is, 
their confidently aſſerting, that the Millen- 


nium is at hand; and that the Saints, or 
(in other Words) their Dear Sefves, ſhall 


live in Peace and Plenty, like Earthly 
Princes, after they have had the Satiſ- 
action of cutting off the Wicked, or Thoſe 


who oppoſe themſelves, with the Sword. 
This they give as the Interpretation of 

real and ancient Prophecy ; and This, they 

ſay, is confirmed to ſome of them, by 


new. and private Revelation, even to the 


fixing upon the Day. 
But I check my Hand, and will not 


keep you long upon the Bluſh, fince ſome 


of their Days have Failed, as you yourſelf 


well know [d]; and Tenets of this Sort 


Creatures afford undeniable Evidence, that they are juſt 
and Honeſt, who will not afford us almoſt any Proof at 


all, that they are not (at the ſame tithe) int-mperare. 


and vitious, profane and impious, cevetans, inhuman, 
paſſimate, implacable, and cruel, 

[4] To one of theſe Days Academicus pleaſantly re- 
ſers, in bis Account of what happened lately in the 
Neighbourhood of Nottingham. Vide Page 25. of the 
Principles and Practices of the Methodiſts, 
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[74] 
do more than alarm, they frighten every 


Lover of Society and good Government. 


% This, as Origen ſpeaks, is manifeſtly a 
e wicked Dofirine, a Reproach to Chriſti- 
% anity z tbe Halben having better Senti- 
« ments,” | 

Nov, the Millennium, which we ex- 


pe, and humbly hope will not long tarry, 
is a Spiritual Millennium; a Kingdom of 


God, which conſiſts not in Meat and 
Drink, but in univerſal Rigbteouſneſs, in 


Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; to be in- 


troduced by the Fall of Antichriſt, 

Converſion of the Jews, and the Coming-in 
of the : Fulneſs of the Gentiles ; by Chriſt's 
going forth conquering, and to conquer, with 
the Sword that proceeds out of bis Mouth; 
1, e. by his convincing at length, or over- 


coming all Oppoſers, by the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. He ſhall 


ſmite (faith the Prophet Iſaiab) the Earth 
with the Rod of bis Mouth, and with the 


Breath of bis Lips ſball be lay the Wicked.--- 
And the Seventh Angel ſounded; and there 
were great Voices in Heaven, ſaying, The 
Kingdoms of this World are become the Ring- 
doms of our Lord, and. of his Chriſt ; and be 
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ſhall reign for ever and ever. Ang. the 
Four-and-iwenty Elders worſhipped God, 
faying, We give thee Thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and waſt, and art to 
come; becauſe Thou haſt taken to Thee thy 
Great Power, and baſt reigned. ( Rev. xi. 
1:4," 26; 19: 
But the teaching of a Carnal or Senſual 
Millennium, is reviving an Hereſy, of 
which even the Weaker Fathers were ſoon 
aſhamed ; and well they might, for it ſa- 
voured more of Epicurus than of Chriſt. 

The 7. empers and Diiſpoſitians of Men 
ſhall alſo, in this Flouriſhing State of the: 
Church, be fo changed, with reſpe& 'ta 
b and each other, that the olf 
may be ſaid 70 dwell with the Lamb, and 
the Leopard to lie denn with the Kid, the 
Calf, the young Lon, and the . Fatling fas: 
gether, and a Littie Child to lead them. 
Neither the Aſp nor the Adder ſball hurt on 
deſtroy in all my Holy Mountain: For the 
Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge off the 
Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. (lj. xi.) 
© 


[e] Dr. Doddridge (upon the 7/, — Years, men- 
tioned Rev. xx. 2. ) ſays, $6 1 thivk we muſt d'ſpair 
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Axp Now. T hope, I have aid enough 
to ſettle you, with an eaſy and thankful 


Mind, in the Church of England : Where 


« of being able to interpret any Paſſage of Scripture 


cc upon the plaineſt Principle of Reaſon, if this does 
c not ſignify, that there ſhall be ſuch « Period as this, in 


% which Satan ſhall be remarkably reſtrained, and the 
& Chriſtian Intereſt ſhall prevail.” 

If the 20th Chapter of the Revelation is to be ex- 
plained figuratively, (namely, of only the flouriſhing 
State of the Church after the Fall of Antichriſt) it is 
attended with ſome Difficulties, and, at leaſt, ſeeming 
Improprieties. See Dr. Newton, Vol. IIl. p. 316, 317. 


If it is to be underſtood literally, (namely, of a Reign 


of Saints, and Perſons raiſed from the Dead, c.) it 


muſt be accompanied with much Incenvenience and 
Embarraſſment of Doctrines. See Dr. Whithy's Trea- 


tiſe on the Millennium. Wherefore, ſome have wiſhed, 


that this Part of the Prophecy had had the fame Fa- 
vour granted it, that is generally allowed to be due to 


ſuch as have not been fulfilled, and appear to be ſome- 
what too hard and intricate, as well as too important, 
for private Interpretation; or, in other Words, they 


wiſh, that the Explanatiun had been altogether left to 


the Completion. 
« To explain this Book perfect, (ſays the i inge- 


cc nious and learned Dr. Newton) is not the Work 


« of one Man, or one Age; and, probably, it will 
<< never all be clearly underſtood, till it is all fulfilled,” 


(Vol. III. p. 4.) 


„ It is ad and beſt, faithfully to adhere to the 


„ Words of Scripture, or to fair Deductions from 
4 Scripture, (concerning the Millennium) and to reſt 
« contented with the general Account, till Time 
cc ſhall accompliſh and eclairciſe all the Particulars.” 
(. 327.) 

every 
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177 
every Scripture Doctrine is regularly taught, 


and where alſo the Sacraments are duly ad- 
miniſtred: Whereas the greater Number 


That 1260 Years is the Time limited, for the Riſe 
and Fall of the Antichriftian Tyranny, is, perhaps, 
indiſputable ; but it is not ſo certain at what Time to 
fix its Riſe, and, conſequently, when to begin the Cal- 
culation. Some have begun too ſoon, with the very 
firſt Footſteps of Popery, and their Calculations have 
been confuted by Facts. Others have begun to reckon 
from the Year 606, or the Year in which both Mo- 
hammed contrived his Impoſture and the Pope received 
his Supremacy ;z while ſome, more learned and inqui- 
fitive Men, have deferred it until the full Eftabliſh- 
ment of this latter Power, which was about the Year 
727, and when Rome and the Roman Dukedom is ſaid 
to come from the Greeks to the Roman Pontiff; and 
conſequently, the Fall of this Power will not, accord- 
ing to theſe Authors, be until near the Year 2000, ot 
the 6oooth Year of the World. Now, the Methodiſts 
(in general) have taken up with the former or more 
early of theſe Calculations, and begin to count the 
1260 Days, or 42 Months, from 606, the Year 
wherein Phocas made the Grant of Supremacy to the 
Pope, and when he became Supreme in Spirituals, (it 
we are pleaſed to allow it) though not in Temporals; 
and, conſequently, was not become an Horn, or had 
received a Kingdom. I mention this, in order to aſk, 

Whether it is not a little extraordinary, that theſe 
People ſhould be perpetually threatening others, and 
comforting themſelves, with the immediate Arrival of 
this important Era, when, according to even their 
own Calculation, it will not happen until the Year 


1866, and conſequently, not till above an Hundred 


Years to come ? Does not this ſavour a little too much 
of Artifice and Fraud ? 
| of 


8 * 
r rere 
a - — —„— ̃ ͤ — ot 
— 1 our Roe 
2 on, 0 2 
£ > _— a 
- mn 


$4. es , © 
* r — — a Y 
SER S 

* 


* [2 > „ 
e 
* * 


3.4 $24 l 
e Ie 
— 

— 


761 


of Methodiſts are obliged to the Charity 6f 
our Church (and may ſhe ever excel in 
Charity !) for their receiving of Sacraments 
and All of them, you ſee, add Doctrines 
of mere Imagination to the eaſy and lovely 
| Treittis of the Goſpel, _ 

It was St. Paul's Fearw-TLeft by any 


Means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve through 


bis Subtilty, ſo the Minds of Chriſtians 


Should. be corrupted from the $ TE that 


7s in Chri/t Feſus. (2 Cor. xi. 3.) - 


The Chiliaſis of the laſt Century were more exact 
and curious in their Calculations, but equally diſap- 
pointed and hurt in their Eæpectations; particularly 
in the Year 1660: In which Year, inſtead of putting 
(hat they called) the Sackilith Condition, and be- 
ginning to reign THEMSELVES, Lo! The KIS G was 
reſtored to his Throne, and Peace and Joy to the Pub- 
lic. 

% Mr, Bridge is not the Firſt that hath ſuborned 
ce the Revlation to ſpeak on his Side, and witneſs to 
& his Cauſe. There have been many before him, 
«© who have aſſumed the Perſons of Prophets; and 


«© prognoſticated their own Wiſhes would come to 


« paſs, But the Event hath ſo evidently detected the 
« Fraud, and made the Forgery appear, that he is 


« very es who goes about to ſerve himſelf " By 


«© this old Trick; and they prodigiouſſy filly, who 


ce will {til} be deluded by it.“ (See A Continuation of 


the Friendly Debate, from P. 64 to 79. Conſult allo 
P. 94, 95.— For the Miſchiets done Abroad by Ail- 
lenarians, tee Dupin's Hiftory of the 16th Century. 


It 
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It was the ſame Apoſtle's Caution 
to turn away from ſuch as creep into Houſes, 
and lead captive filly Women, laden with 
Sins, led away with divers Luſts, ever 
hernin ng, and never able to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. (2 Tim. iii. 6, 7.) 

And it was alſo the ſame Apoſtle's Pro- 
phecy=—The Time will come, when they 


will not endure ſound Doctrine; but after 


their own Luis ſhall they heap to Themſelves 
Teachers, havi ng itching Ears; and they 


ſhall turn away their Ears from the Truth, 


and ſhall be turnetFunto Fables. (2 Tim. iv. 


3. 4.) 

| There muſt be Hereſi es (« ays St. Paul ) 
among you, that they which are approved 
may be made manifeſt, In like manner (ſays 
Chriſt ) It muſt needs be that Offences 


come, but Wo to that Man by whom they 


come, (I Cor. xi. 19. Matt. xviii. 7.) 
J am, 
My good Friend, 


Yours in Sincerity, 


= 


Langar, a 
Sept. 22, 1761.  Ricuard HARDx. 
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Do not ſo much as ſuggeſt, that there 


are no Good People among the Me- 
thodiſis: I think there are 700 many, be 
they never fo few; and, for that Reaſon, 


would not have You added to the Number: 
And accordingly, one Part of my prefent 
Labour is, to ſhew, that all the ſincerely 
Good need not, ought not, to continue with 


them, much leſs to go unto them. 


T have known many (before theſe Days) 
good in Prafice, whoſe Theory was flark 


naught ; and more ſtill, bad in Practice, 
whoſe Prof«/jion was quite right : You-and 
I, nevertheleſs, are not to join in a Falſbood, 


any more than to ds an 4 vil, even though 


Good Should come of it. We muſt condemn 
the One Set of Theſe, and cannot approve 


of the Other. They are like the Too Sons 


in the Goſpel, Both to Blame: But He 
that ſaid, I will NOT work, and afterwards 
repented and went, was better, we muſt 
confeſs, than He who ſaid, 7 go, Sir, and 


went not. > Matt, xX1. 2 a 
No 
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No Perſon can be too Good for the 
Church that is efeabl, ſhed among us; neither 
can he, in any other, be more A of 
hearing ſound Doctrine: And he that will 
not ſubmit to an E/tabliſbment, until he can 
meet with One that is in all Reſpects per- 
fe; nor attend a Pulpit, until he can find 
a quite ſpotleſs and infallible Preacher, may 


have Leiſure enough upon his Hands to go 
in ſearch of Utopia: But, poſſibly, he might 


as well continue at Home; for if he ſhould 
hit upon the Happy Iſland, He Himſelf 
might (perchance) be found 7oo vain and 
poſitive for Inſtruction. Every Thing, as 
far as it partakes of Man, is, and 201d be, 
imperfect. The Clergy are of ide Paſſions 
with other Men; and They who have mo/f 
both of Urim and Thummim, have till this 
Treaſure in only Earthen Ve * (2 Cor. 
iv. 7. 

in # Word — As there is neither Sin 
nor Danger in complying with the Terms 
of that Church, which, for the greater 


Security of Society, (to omit other Reaſons). 


is eſtabliſhed among us; as her Doctrines, 


Articles, and Forms of Prayer, were not 
(3 the 
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the Things complained of by the Firſt Se- 
ceders; as there is ſo much Stability, In- 
ducement, and Prevalency, in Union and 


Love You will, I truſt, conclude with 
me, that it is the Duty, at leaſt of her 


Own Members, to hold undiſſembled Com- 


munion with her. 
Nay, to ſhew you farther how open I 


am with you, I will not ſcruple to acknow- 
ledge, that the Firſt Methodiſts, who had 
Clergy for their Leaders, before they be- 


came too vain and extravagant for Truth, 


were of Service to the Church, in Two 


Reſpects, however; (namely) Firſt, in 
quickening the more Lukewarm and Le- 
thargic among the People, by their well- 


timed and paſſionate Zeal and Addreſs; 
and, Secondly, by introducing a kind of 
Neceſtty upon Divines, to make ſome 


Abatement in their Defences of Chriſtianity, 
and to turn unto, to dwell and inſiſt more 
frequently and particularly pon the Doc- 
trines of it; on the healing, enlivening, 
and enlightning Articles of Faith : Which 


is a Matter not only more uſe ful 1 in itſelf, 
and to be preferred as Peace is to War, 


but 


83 1 


but likewiſe more within the 1 and 
Capacity of common Congregations; and 
by far more ſuſceptible of that juſt, yet 
warm and awakening Eloquence, which 
is ſo becoming in the Teachers of e ever- 
intereſting Truths. 

Io condemn the Clergy (or the Mini 


ſters of any Denomination amongſt. us, 


who, on this Occaſion, joined Forces with 
them) for their late noble Defences of 
Chriſtianity, and againſt an Enemy that 
would ſtick at Nothing ; for clearing up, 
in many learned and laboured Diſcourſes, 
both from the Preſs and Pulpit, the Exter- 
nal Evidences of Prophecy, Miracles, and 
other Divine Atteſtations; and for re- 
moving the reproachful and malicious 
Objection againſt its Internal Evidence, 
(namely) that it taught zo: Good Works, 
Righteouſneſs of Life, or Moral Recti- 
tude; and conſequently, that it could nei- 
ther come from God, nor be of much Ser- 
vice to Men: Though this Labour, which 
wanted net Zeal, might, in ſome Meaſure, 
divert them from other Parts of Duty, for 
a Tine; yet ahe Labour itlelf was abſo- 
(3-2 lutely 
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lutely #eceſary, and, with God's Bleſfing, 
has made many rational, of before only im- 
plicit, Chriſtians; and who might other- 
wiſe have fallen an eaſy Prey to the Enemy. 
Condemn not, therefore, ye Methodifts and 
Moravians, in haſte; and where ſome- 
what, at leaſt, of Praiſe is due : Seize not 


every accidental Advantage, eſpecially 


againſt a Pains-taking and Common Friend : 
But learn rather a Caution——that as the 


Clergy loſt the Paſſions of Men, by applying 


almoſt ſolely to their Reaſen; ſo ye may 
not loſe their Reaſon, by applying almoſt 
1 to their Paſſions. 
You would, my Pariſhioner and Friend, 
have no extraordinary Opinion of That 
Man, who ſhould long and loudly upbraid 
a Military Corps, (ſuppoſe the Preſent Mi- 
litia) becauſe that, in Time of more alarm- 
ing and imminent Danger, it did not ſo 
aſſiduouſly attend to the generally more ne- 
ceſſary, and ever more eligible Points of 
Peace: And it would double your Offence, 
if, the War ceaſing, and the Victors actually 
cultivating the very Things required, the 
Complaint ſhould not ceaſe alſo. = 


It 


' APY 228 -- =©- 


[ 3s ] 
It fared not Thus with the Clergy of the 
Laſt Century, either during their Conteſts 
with, or after their Succeſſes over, Enthu- 


ſiaſm and Superſtition 3 though they were 


employed in a Buſineſs not more important, 
yet equally interrupting. May neither of 
the ſame Enemies ever give Occaſion again 


to /ike Interruptions, or be the Cauſes of 


thoſe very Inconveniences, of which they 

are fo ready to complain! f 
Upon the Whole. As both the obo 
mentioned Ends are anſwered, (namely) 
that the drowſy and more ignorant Claſs of 
Men are awakened, and ſeek for Inſtruction; 
and as their appointed Miniſters are not 
only more at Leiſure and Liberty, but ac- 
tually engaged in their Service, and ſpeak 
every Day more and more particularly to 
the Doctrines, in which the newly awakened 
are, as yet, greatly at a Loſs, and of which 
they ought to have the moſt diſtinct and 
clear Knowledge; as both theſe Ends, I 
fay, are anſwered ; and as theſe Aims are, 
 profeſſedly, the only Apology of the Methodi/t 
Clergy for ſo far ſeparating from us — 
their Preſent Duty, in the Opinion of the 
__ = mol; 


* 


— 
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fol charitable; is, to cloſe the (as yet, 
| Whey hope, not irreparable) Schiſm. 
And This is the more requiſite, becauſe 
it is certainly the 5%, and, poſſibly, the 
ony Amends they can make to Religion, 
for ſetting up, or, at leaſt, for occaſioning 
and conniving at, Lay-Teachers ; ; who are 
wildly running into  Antinominiſm ; the 
Worſt and gröfſeſt of all Hereſies in Itſelf, 
and of the moſt dangerous and alarming 
No ron d the Public, 
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TI FIRST PART. 


CONCERNING 


The Means of CoNveRsSION, 


Tf we look into the New Teſtament for {9710471197 6 
EK the Inflances of Converſion, and carefully herd, A 
compare them together, we ſhall find, that: a 43! 
they are of Two Sorts ; either Miraculous ni | 
and Extraordinary, or by the Common and fee, , Hws | | 
Ordinary Operations of the Spirit of God. pts LH, a, ( 

The Converſion of St. Paul was, in the Mo 
ſtricteſt Senſe, Miraculous. (As ix. 1 to , ee e, au, 1 
18.---xxii. 6 to 24.) We cannot wonder. E , 
that He ſhould be pointed out to the Church 18 
in an Extraordinary Manner, who was to 
become, from a Perſecutor of Chriſt, his 
great Apoſtle to the Gentiles. And Common 
Chriſtians, or Chriſtians at large, have no 

G 4 more 
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more Reaſon to expect their Own Converſion 
to be of This Sort, than they have Reaſon 


to dgjer? themſelves, becauſe they partake 


not of the Extraordinary Powers and Pri- 
vileges promiſed only to the Apoſtles and 
Firſt Preachers of the Goſpel (namely) 
Theſe Signs ſhall follow them that believe : 
In my Name ſhall they caſt out Devils; they 
ſhall ſpeak with New Tongues ; they fhall 
take up Serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly Thing, it ſhall not hurt them ; they 


. ſhall lay Hands on the Sick, and they ſhall 


recover. (Mark xvi. 17, 18.) C71 
The next (and, indeed, the only other ) 
Miraculous Converſion we read of in the 
New Teſtament, (that is, affer our Sa- 
vicur s Aſcenſion, and when the Church on 


Earth was left to the more particular Guid- 


ance and Government of the Holy Ghoſt ) 
is that of the Gaoler of Philippi; but there 


was much % of Miracle in 7his Caſe than 


[F] I need not ſay how admirably Lord Lyttelton 
has Fete, upon the Converſion and Apaſtleſpip of St. 

aul. | 

The Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, on the Day of 
Pentecoſt, (As ii.) does not come within the Com- 
paſs of this Enquiry ; becauſe the Apo/tles were con- 
verted BEFORE that Day, and only then received mi- 


5 in 


61 
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in the former. The Earibquabe was ſent 
chiefly to deliver Pau! and Silas from 
Priſan, and the Converſion of the Gaoler 
and his Family was rather an happy Effect 
of this uncommon Providence, than a Mi- 
racle in Itſelf. He and his Houſe were 
thoroughly diſpoſed, (God's Grace and their 
own well-placed Fears concurring) to hear 
the two Apoſtles, when they ſpake to HIN 
the Word of the Lord, and to ALL that were 


IN HIS HousE. (Adds xvi. 25, &c.) 


Now, Miraculcus Converſions are ſtill, Pruvnck arg all 


we readily acknowledge, pofible ; but, by Cn e ore 10 


no means probable: For God ſeldom, if. SELL ee, 
ever, makes uſe of Extraordinary Means, 5:7, Sales. 10 


when Ordinary Ones may do. They, who. 17 N 
think otherwiſe, would do well to give us | { j 
ſome Inflances from Scripture. | 4 
Tbe Converſion of Common Chriftians {74 070194 , 
ought, therefore, only to be expected by, E, 
the Common Meaſures of Grace; and, I 4 Hafietted 1 


fear, that the waiting for a Miracle is nog gebe e, 
© : » » } 3 3 
other than tempting God: It is ſo like ſay- hren. cas, . 14 


ing, with the People at Maſſab Is the Grace. | 7 ö 
Lord among us, or not ? (Exod. xvii. 7.) {81 

And I will now undertake to ſhew, Siu, He las) 1 
from the remaining Iiſtances of Converſions aA, 
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A. nes, in the New Teſtament, that This has, inva- 


12: 


i 
i 
” 


ji FSA Thing that recommended Jeuiſb and Gen- 
| face 


li 
144 
ll 7 ; Grace was 
lf Av re to know and to pleaſe God. 
"13 


7 4 or hon The Wind never ſo bloweth where it 


z POLE 44) hifteth, as not to be under the Direction of 
ö 722 £9) the beſt, the wiſeſt, and moſt powerful 
i 2 22/%*Being: And Grace (that is, Sanctißying 
Il 2 da fo) Grace or that which ſo influences the 
Il ZZ ned Will and Affections as to make our Obe- 
Il. aha k, N dience eaſy and pleaſant to Ourſelves, and 
. acceptable to God in Chriſt) is 4 Pearl of 


be thrown away upon either the Regard- 
leſs, or the Ungrateful. No! We muſt 


nary -Gitts)in Prayer, before it be given us; 
We muſt humbly ſeek This, in Divine Ap- 
pointments, before we find it; We muſt 
knock at the Strait Gate, or at the Doer of 
Salvation, and, with a proper Share of 


fore it be opened unto us. (Matt. vii. 7, 
14.) e 
While 
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gel, J., riably, been the Caſe; and that the Great 


Keen am. tile Converts to farther Communications of 
Their Defire, or Diſpoſition 


too great Price to be caſt before Swine ; to 


earneſtly aſe for This (the h:igheft of Ordi- 


Faith and Hope, be ſolicitous to enter, be- 


911 

While J run over the remaining Inſtances 
of Converſion, you will keep a more parti- 
cular Eye upon the Diſpoſition of the Per- 
ſons converted. 

Mary Magdalene was all Tears ; St, 
John refined FRIENDSHIP and Love ; St. 
Paul, S1NCERITY and ZEAL. Nicodemus 
came by Night, ACKNOWLEDGING the 
Power of God in Chriſt. Nathanael liad 
No GulLE. The Centurion was WORTHY, 
and BUILT @ SYNAGOGUE. Mary chosE 


the good Part. The Penitent Thief con- 


demned HIMSELF, and BELIEVED or 


TRUSTED in the Great Shepherd, even 


when the Sword was awakened againſt him, 
and the Sheep were, in Fact, ſcattered. 
(Lech. xiii. 7.) Zaccheus SOUGHT to ſee 
Jeſus, JoXFULLY received Him into his 
Houſe, and offered, voLUNTARILY, to 
make RESTITUTION. (Luke xix. 3, 6, 7.) 


The Man who was blind from his Birth, 


and came ſeeing from the Pool of Siloam, 
SINNED NOT, nor bis Parents, ſo far (at 


leaſt) as to provoke God's Judgments. 


(FJabn ix. 3, 38.) The Three Thouſand 


Souls, which were added unto the Apoſtles, 


on their rſt Preaching, GLADLY received 


God's 
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God's Word. (Acts ii. 41.) The Eunuch 
HAD been at Teruſalem to worſhip, and 
was reading the Scriptures, when the Spirit 
faid unto Philip, Go join thyſelf to his Cha- 
riot. (Adds vii. 28, 29.) The People of 
Samaria, with one Accord, gave HEED unto 
thoſe Things which Philip ſpake; and there 
was great Joy in that City. (Acds viii. 6, 

8.) Cornelius was a pevour Man, one 
that FEARED God, with all bis Houſe, and 
gave much AL Ms to the Poor, ere St. Peter 
was ſent to inform him what he ought ſtill 
farther 70 do. (Aﬀs x.) Sergius Paulus 
was a PRUDENT (a thinking) Man : He 
called for Barnabas and Saul, and DEsIRED 
to bear the Word of God. (Adds xiii. 7.) 
In like Manner, Lydia was a WorsniPPER 
of God, before the Lord opened her Heart, 
that is, farther diſpoſed her, to attend to the 


Things which were ſpoken by Paul. (Act, 


xvi. 14.) Some believed at Theſſalonica, 
and alſo conſorted with Paul and Silas ; ---= 


of DEVOUT Greeks @ great Multitude, and 


of the chiEr (or more excellent) Women 


not a Few. (Acts xvii. 4.) The People 


of Berœa were more NOBLE than thoſe of 


Theſſalonica, in that they received the Word 
with 


1 a «® 8 
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vitb all Rx ADIxESss of Mind, and sx ARCHED 


the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe Things 


were ſo : + Therefore, (ſays St. Luke) 
many of them believed. (Ver. 11, 12.) 
Dionyſius, Damaris, and ſome others, were 
converted at Athens, by yielding ſerious 
ATTENTION to the Preaching of St. Paul : 
Which had tle Effect (and no Wonder) 


on the Mockers at the Reſurrection of the 


Dead, and on Others, who ſaid, We will 
hear thee again of this Matter — but had, 

probably, no ſuch Intention. (Acts xvii. 
32, 34.) Juſtus was one that woRsnIPPED 
God, before St. Paul entered into his 
Houſe : And all that we know of Criſpus, 
previous to his Converſion, is, that he was 


a RULER of the Synagogue : (We 885 no 


Objection.) (Acts xvii. 7, 8.) 
The Myriads of Jews that believed, were 
all ZEALovus of the Law. (Adds xxi. 20.) 
St. Paul could aſſure the Theſſalonians, that 
they were elected of Gd not only by 
the Miracles, which he was enabled to do 
among them, but alſo by the Eyfects of his 
Preaching their Work of Faith, their 
LAaBouR of Love, and their PATIENCE of 


Ihe in our Lord Jeſs Chriſt (1 Theſ. 
i. 35 
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Matt. xvii. 20.) Oneſimus was converted, 
probably, by the CoNvERSATION of St. 
Paul in Priſon, and became a faithful and 
belzved Brother, Gaius and Demetrius were 
_ alſo Converts to Chri/t ; and yet we find St. 
Jobn, ſome Years after their Converſion, 


the Truth, and that the other had 4 good 
Report 8f ail Sew. (Phil. x. 3. J lit. 
ii 12.) 

| 1. & Now, from All theſe Skins taken fo- 
ede ae, rcapgetber, it very plainly appears, that the 
| FLOW 49S Common or Ordinary Meaſures of Grace are 
. 222 F alone to tbe expected in the York of our 
. FreAaConverſion ; that This is the wſual, if not 
il * eee en. conſtant Manner of it among Chrijtians ; 
if and moreover, that God is 4 Rewarder of 
[| the #Z%ll-diſpa/ed, or, of Thoſe e dili- 
gently ſech him. (Heo. xi. b.) For unto 


Kingdom of Heaven, and not to Others, who 
are .contrarily diſpoſed: Far zboſoever batt, 
to him Shall be giwan, and be ſhall have more 
Abundance ; hut whaſeever bath Nor, that 
is, made Fm provenent; by paying due At- 
tention, I an big . be taken away e 


„ Compare Mark ix. 23, with 


rejoicing to hear, that the one Walked in 


indh 27 1s given to Ango the Myſterdes of the 


That 
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That which be appeareth to have. (Matt. 
Xiti. 11, 12, Luke viii. 18.) 
So far is that Doctrine of theirs from 
being true——(v/z.) That we are en- 
* tirely paſſive in the Labour of our Second 
„ Regeneration, or in the Work of Con- 
e verfion; that it is a Miracle; and that 
** Nothing which we can do, will recom- 
“ mend us to Divine Grace or Favcur ! 
(Compare 2 Tim. ii. 21, 26. James iv. 


8, Sc.) [8] 


[a] Judas was the only one of the Apoſtles, Who 


was of a bad Diſpoſition, and was choſen into the 
Apoſtolate for no other Reaſon, (ſo far as we can ſee) 
but that, by his then quite mcurable Covetouſneſs, he 
might bring about Chriſt's Death in the Manner fore- 
told, and without having the Interpoſition of Provi- 


dence eicher too ſoon or too openly appear: And as Judas 


was the only One of the Twelve that was of a bad 
Diſpoſition, ſo he was the only one of them that was 
not converted. (Compare the Note on Judas, Page 16. 
See alſo John vi. 70.—xiil. 18, 27.) Felix was nor 
converted, though he ſent for St. Paul, and heard him 


concerning the Faith in Chriſt, nay, and was made even 
to tremble by his Priſoner: The Reaſon is affigned—he 


hoped that Money ſhould have been given him of Paul, that 
be might looſe him; wherefore, he fent for him the oftener, 
and communed with him, ( As xxiv. 24, &c.) Agrippa 
{the almoſt Chri/tian) would, probably, have been a- 
together perſuaded, had not his Pride, or the Apprehen- 
Hon of his being eſteemed weak and un/izady, led him, 
on a ſudden, to break "'*p the Aſembly, Acls xxvi. 28, 
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"iq eue ee, The Notion of inſtantaneous Converſions 
—_— or, that Faith and Grace come irreſiſtibly, 
A. uA and in the ſame Moment, may farther be 


Aden. « Notwithſtanding the Caution of Mr. Elliot to his 
| « Flock, that they ſhould take heed not to aim at 
0 « making themſelves worthy, but ſhould come before 
&« Chrift in all their Sin and Shame, yet it was our 
« Saviour's particular Direction to the Apoſtles, whom 
4c he ſent forth to preach the Goſpel, that they ſhould 
& enquire in every City, who were worthy, and that 
de it was made an Exception to ſome, who were called, 
« tpat they were not worthy ; by which Expreſſions, I 
« well know, (ſays the very ingenious Author of Let- 
<« ters to Mr, Berridge) that Faith in Chriſt's divine 
* Character, and a Diſpoſition to liſten to the Means 
4 of Inſtruction he afforded, are, in the firſt Place, to 
t be underſtood; yet I likewiſe apprehend, that a 
< proper Temper of Mind to act ſuitably to that In- 
« ſtruction, and to conform to the preceptive Parts of 
* his Doctrine, is alſo included under the Notion of 
% Morthineſs. Notwithſtanding the ſtrong Aſſurances 
<« which this new Preacher gives, that every one, who 
« comes, Will be favourably received, yet we find, that 
« he who came to the Marriage Feaſt, without having 
« on a Wedding Garment, was ſent out with Ignominy. 
« It is implied, that this Man was a Believer, as he 
« accepted the Invitation, and attended the Solemnity; 
« but he was not furniſhed with that eſſential Qualifi- 
cation for coming thither as he ought, a Diſpoſition 
< duly prepared, and ſuitable to the Occaſion : He, 


1 
} 
{ 


« himſelf with thoſe Virtues, which were then, and 
& and ever will be, neceſſary to make one of his true 
& and faithful Followers.” (See p. 59. of the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of the Methodiſts conſidered, in ſame 
Letters to the Leaders of that Sect.) 
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confuted 


« probably, was unwilling to put on Chri/?, or to clothe 


— — —— — — ͤ ͤ—E—ñä—äũä—e“ĩ ũ7 In! ——ä 


[ 97 ] 


confuted by this Conſideration: — That 
the Apoſtles Ibemſelves were not converted 
on a ſudden, though they were called on a 


ſudden. 


The Heavenly Tens der re thei Ae u, gra 2 


Prejudices in the the moſt hind and eee, e 


Manner, and fed them with Truth, as they fe 
were able to bear it. At their Firft Hear- fe” 
ing, they were only aſtoniſhed at his Doc- 


trine; and the more on this Account, that 


be taught them as one having l ; 
(Mark i. 22.)——and which muſt, 
Courſe, not only awaken, but ix their 2 


tention. Notwithſtanding which, St. Peter 


had followed our Savicur above Three 
Years, before he received this Direion 
and Exhortation from him, W. HEN Thou 


art CONVERTED, frrengthen thy Brethren, © 


- (Luke, xxii. 32.) And it was not until 


after the Reſurrection, that he opened their 


Underſtandings, that they might fully com- 
| prebend the Scriptures. (Luke xxiv. 4 5. ) 


with he gives us of Jeſus Chri/t, ſays, „ that he was 


« a Teacher of ſuch Men 3 as receive the Truth with 
5 nr“ 4 


$4 


. * * * 
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f Vage, in "that . yet are Timory, 
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Reſon! muſt Firſt be convincel— fot 


42) whick Purpoſe, Prophecies were uttered, 


Miracles wrought, and Arguments made 


uſe of by Prophets and Apoſtles, and given 
to Mankind in general by the Spirit of God: 
The Will alſo muſt be inclined, 


which 
is a Secret Gift of the ſeme Spirit, and 
afforded to Thoſe only, (in any very quick- 
'ening Degree) who both attend and ſubmit 
to the Evidence. 
There are various Degrees of Grace: Tz 
"Non reaching the Underſtanding alone---- 
foftening (at one Time or other) our Pre- 
 Judices againft Religion, and quickening our 
4 Attention to its Evidence; and theſe 
ph] and Jowe/i Degrees are very generally 


er e. (by the Comparers of Scripture 
g with Reaſon and Experience) to be offered 


to All, and that even Wit bout their own 


ſeeking ; (ſee Rev. iii. 20.) and from which 


(if we love Dart; rather than Light ) we 
turn away at our Peril. In à State of 
Trial, and eſpecially under Covenant, it is 


requiſite that all neceſſary Truths ſhould be 


placed Before us, as they in Fact are in the 


Scriptures; and that, at leaſt, a low De- 


gree of Grace (ſuppoſe only an Inclination 


5 to 
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do Truth rather than Error) ſhould be af- 
forded us: And ſuch a Degree, I truſt, 
no Man will ſay he has nor received. But 
it is as requiſite alſo to ſuch a State, that 
we ſhould have our Choice, and be at Li- 
berty of turning either to the Right Hand, 
or to the Left : And if we make. a Falſe 
Option, and per in it, we may, ere long, 
be juſtly t to Ourſelves; and, not im- 
probably, in Time, purſue Error, as well 
as w. Uncleanneſs, even with Greedineſs. 


But the Higher Degrees of Grace ſuch Hl. 22 0 


us reach Unto, and habitually Arengtben the e. Sang [fl 
Mill and Afetiions, are only to be expected ng Ho pl ll 


ay Thoſe who are wellrdiſpoſed, or bayer He, fene A.” | [i 


made a gobd Uſe of thegfr/t Tenders : And e EL hea 
who, for the Future, ſce God in bis Or--2) bs E got hy 
\dinances;\. and. cofiſcientiouſly- endegucur to As dec 


obey his Prag. And This is the plan- er as 
Import of thoſe Warnings of Chriſty; (Juſt Ace ele a "i 


[> mentianed) rufe heed -wbat - yr 


76e Ce , 


Fur whufeever bath, i. e. . 2 2 Al 


10 him:\ſhall be given, andi ie frat: hape uns 
Alundance; and wbgſoe ver bath not ſo hear, 
from bim ſball be talen away, even that be 
_ bath,” In like manner, in the Revelations - 
Let bim that is athirfi, come 2. and whoſoever 

H 2 WILL, 


[ 160 ] 
WILL, (or is willing and deſirous, « aus) 
let bim take of the Water of Life Jreeh. 


j (xxii. 17. Compare xxi. 6.) 
22 W 4 Hale Agreeable to what has been ſaid above, 


„, — it was ever, we find, St. Paul's Rule, in 


We 
teſtify the Kingdom of God, perſuading Men 


Moſes, and out of the Prophets, from Morning 
until Evening, (Acts xxviii. 23.) 


2 uu, om: if the Uſe of the like Means will not con- 
mT £ Ae vert Us, We ſhall not be converted. If 
e Arcane, we receive not ſufficient Degrees of Grace 


plating God's Word; by Prayer and 
 Watchfulneſs, by Repentance and Faith, 
and by partaking of Sacraments, (which 
| Sacraments were ordained for tbe Waſhing 
E Regeneration, and the Renewing of the 
- Holy Ghoſt )——We- muſt not expect a 
Miracle to cure our Obſtinacy, but may as 
deſervedly periſb, as the Man, who from 
Day to Day refuſes to eat, even when his 
Be Friend perſuades; and Food, which 


(Compare the 5 Sh Chapter of Iſaiah. 
_— Egal 


converting to the Faith»——to expound and 


concerning Jeſus, both out of the Law of 


bi ele, From the Whole, we conclude, — that 


by hearing, reading, and ſeriouſly contem- 


will both heal and /firengthen, is before him. 


» Y = "I "OW P Y 3 


| 101. þ 
P/al. I. 23 -- cxvii. 9. 43» Matt. v. 6 
vil. 6, 7. Jobn vii. 17, 37. Epbeſ. vi. 


14, 15.) 
THE SECOND PART 
OF THE 


APPEN D I RX: 


CONCERNING 


The Imputation of RicHTEOUSNESs. 


Toines, upon the Imputation of Right- nec te hon 1 
eouſneſs, (as it ſtand's in Scripture 7 ase. "yl 


Phraſe) have had much Controverſy. _ 
The Imputation of the Perſonal Right. © 
eouſneſs of Chriſt to Believers is called Nxw Fran blen 


Divinity by Dr. William Sherlock, in his A 2 Ae. i 
John Owen, Mr. en. lA; AL | 
 J» |( 


Controverſy with Dr. 
Ferguſon, and Others, about the Year 2 
1674. He frankly tells his Opponents, AA ee. 
that this Doctrine is the Foundation and 
Support of thoſe Antinomian Tenets, which 

4 2 had 
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had been more openly taught and maintain- 
ed by Dr. Criſp and Mr. Saltmarſh. © This 
« (ſays He) is a very comfortable Notion 
for bad Men, and ſuch as I would not 
*« part with for all the World, did 1 re- 
« ſclye,to live wickedly, and yet intend 
*© to get th Heaven.“ (See p. 164. of a 
Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chri/t; and our 2 and Nane with 
Him &c, by William Sherlock, Rector of 
St. George's, London; and his Defence. and 
| Continuation of the Diſcourſe. ) 

j 2 ul hia cs. Some few Independents (about Twenty 
li aß, Sore Years aſter) were railing again the Antino- 
eee Tenets. — as if Men, by believing 
in Chriſt, were ſo united to Him, that his 

| Righteouſneſs became theirs : But a ſuffi- 

cient Check was given to them by many 

other Diſſenters, who beiter ſaw the Conſe- 

quences of ſuch a Doctrine. | (Conſult Tin- 
I dal's Continuation, Vol. III. p. 580.) I 

4 4.0 Brom!) £ Biſhop Beveridge is at the Head of Thoſe 
ae lea of who teach, that the Active Rightcouſneſs, ; 
| 2 "ul « Gila or Obedience of Chriſt to the Law, is the 


Thing imputed to the Faithful tor J ifica:, 


La) 


10 57. 
| IL 
, 
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Dr. Whitby wrote Un him, and FAA, anal. 
ſhewed the weak Foundation, the e 2 4) 
and ill Conſequences of ſuch a Doctrine :< : | 
And then taught, that it is the 2 e Fe) Iii 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; what he ſuffered, ( :5- Lats | Ml. 
or his Obedience unto Deas tb, that is imputed 214 . _ || 
to the true Behever, | (See his Diſcourſe, (. . 1/4 s 4 ; 
concerning Imputation, in bis Parapbraſe on {ii 
the New Teſtament, Vol. II. p. 217.) It 
Profeſſor Lborab Lhe Proteftant Divine 95 Pu 1277 Ss . 


2 „K 
* . 


— or velta, upon our 4 — li 
cere Repentance, or turning again unto God: e 
And not either the A#ive or Paſſive Right - ated. 
eouſneſs of Chriſt. Juſtitia, qua nobis im- 1 
putatur, non #ft Chriſti juſtitia, nuſquam enim 
Scriptura docet, Chriſti juſtitiam nobis im- 
putari; ſed tantum, fidem nobis imputari in 
juſtitiam, et quidem propter Chriſium. Adeo, 
at inepti ſint illi, qui acriter bic digladian- 
tur, an ſola Chriſti juſtitia paſſtva, an verò 
etiam attiva, nobis imputetur, cum de ea 5 1 
Scriptura ne verbum quidem proferat. (Theol. 1 4 
Chriſt. L. vi. c. 4. § 18.) ij 
Biſhop Bull and Dr. Waterland have Bn: 06, 24 } If 
wrote alſo incomparably upon the Doctrine Order 7 
H 4 oe {4 eee 1 

, bj A 4; 9 | 


ng up 
«4 O / LES 


— 
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of Juſtiſication; the former 3 in Latin, A D. 
1669 ; the Latter in Engliſb, about Twenty 
Years ago. Biſhop Bulls Tracts are in- 
tituled Harmonia Apoſtolica, Examen Cen- 
ſure, et Apologia pro Harmonia; and Dr. 
Waterland's Treatiſe is called A fummary 
View of the Doctrine of Tuſtification. 

114/- It we carefully conſult and compare the 
Generality of our beſt Divines, we ſhall 


| oP find them teaching Tao Imputations, and 


| both well founded in the Words and true 
Senſe of Scripture. —— Firſt, Our Faith 
or Truſt in Chriſt's Atonement is imputed to 
us, on our earneſt Repentance, for Juſciſica- 
tion: And, Secondly, a fincere and Chri- 
ſtian Obedience 8$HALL BE imputed to the 
Faithful for Righteouſneſs, or in the Place 
of a perfect and unfinning Obedience, for 
the Merits and through the Mediation of 
Jeſus Chri.— The Former very evidently 
relates to our Preſent Pardon, and the 
Latter to our Future Acceptance; and may 
be called, by way of Diſtinction and Emi- 
nence, our Fir} and Final Juſtifications: 
Or, if we chuſe to conſider theſe Imputa- 
tions negatively, —the Firſt is the Non- 


Inputation of paſt and repented Sixs; and 
| the 


105 ] 


the Other the Nou-Impulation of our ſtill 


remaining INFIRMITIEs. By the Former 


God forgives our wilful Sins, and by the 


| Latter covers the Defects of our beſt Actions. 


There is no Man free (lays Dr. Water- 
% land) from theſe flighter Sins, called 


0 


8 


extreme to mark them, and to zmpute 
% them to us, no Fleſh could be ſaved.” 
(Sermons, Vol. I. p. 238.) 


And. to ſhew that the Two Imputations 7 vo uE 
of, le aer 


it muſt, be obſerved, that the Word Aus H ml! 


are founded in the true Senſe of Scripture, 


uin (Righteouſneſs) has Two Senſes, parti- 
cularly in St. Paul's Epiſtles; the One we 
call its general, the Other its appropriated 
Senſe. Its general Senſe includes Juſtice, 
Virtue, and Holineſs, and is with great Pro- 
priety tranſlated Rightecuſneſs : And This 
is the Duty of Man; the Rule by which be 
is to walk, and the Rule alſo by which he 


is to be judged. To This St. Paul ſpeaks, 


where he ſays, The Fruit of the Spirit is in 
all Goodneſs, and RiGHTEOUSNESS, and 
Truth; St. John, where he affirms, Who- 
foever doth not RIGHTEOUSNESS is not of 
Sed; our Saviour, where he cautions, 
he Except 


Sins of Injirmity ; and if God ſhould be 


ee, [| 
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Except your RicuTEousNess ſhall exceed 
the R1GHTEOUSNESS of the Scribes and Pha- 
reſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven ; and the Church, where ſhe 
prays, that we may walk before God in Holi- 
neſs and RicuTEousNEss all our Days. 
(Eph. v. 9. 1 Jobn iii. 10. Matt. v. 20.) 
This is the general Senſe of the Word A:- 
Kaoru, or Righteouſneſs; but its appro- 
priated Senſe is quite a different and diſtinct 
Thing; it ſignifies God's Method of pardon- 
ing Sinners, and of receiving them again 
into his Favour ; and would, conſequently, 


Have been far better tranſlated by the Word 
| Juſtiſication. Auarw (ſays Mr. Foſeph 


Clarke) may as well be tranſlated Juftifica- 
tion as Righteouſneſs. (See The ſummary 
View, P. 5. )——To give an Example or 
Two, in the more difficult Verſes lt 
ſhould not have been tranſlated, F RicuT- 
EOUSNESS came by the Law, then Chri 

dead in vain——but If JusTIFICATION, 
or Pardon of Sin, came by the Law, ther 
Chriſt is dead in vain, i. e. He needed not 
to have died, or been ſacrificed for Sin. 
(Gal. ii. 21.) So again (Rom. x. 3.) 42 


(that is, the Jets) being ignorant (not of 


God's 


1 107 } 
God's Righteouſueſs, for that They all «cell 
knew, but) of God's Method of Juſtification, 


and going about to eſtabliſh their own Right- 


eouſneſs, or their own Method of Juſtification 
by ſtrict Obedience, or by pleading Nor 
GUILTY, have not fubmitted themſelves unto 
the Righteouſneſs, or Method of Juſtification, 
wich 1s of Gd; which is by Repentance 
 trwards God, (which Repentance implies 


our Self-Convifion and Acknowledgment of 


Gurlt ) and Faith towards our Lord Jeſuis 


Chrift Ibis Diſtinfiom between Juſti- 


fication and Righteouſneſs, or the general 
and appropriated Senſes of the Word Auma 
ern, confirms the Do&rine of the Two 
Triutations ; ; ſufficiently guards againft 
Miſtakes ; and takes away all real Occaſion 
of Controverſy. 


Notwithſtanding which, ſome few of He,, ee, 
our Brethren till follow Biſhop Beveridge : eg Hedi. 


And many Methodiſts of late, do not only 


hold the Premifes, but allow the Conſe- PHILA al [ 
quences alſo, which that learned and pious -. P Gave: | i 
Biſhop exprelly denied ; not conſidering, . guumc gf 
that wwe may make Premiſes, but Conſe- $55 Lai | 


quences v will make T, bemetves, 
The 
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[ 108 ], 
.. ee he Conſequences charged upon the Doc- 
FEED 3 2 trine are ſuch as N Chriſt, by 
| ee f fulfilling the Law, bas done ol! for Us, 
e i Hoethen, we need do Nothing for Ourſelves ; 
GE His Obedience be Ours, we have Occa- 
fion for no other ; by Faith, or (to ſpeak in 
their own Language) by the apprehending 
and appropriating Act of Belief, we may 
be as Righteous as Chriſt himſelf ,——We 
ought not to pray for the Forgiveneſs of our 
Sins, becauſe Prayer ſuppoſes Fear and 
Doubt, and to doubt (according to ſome) is 
Damnation; and that the Church of Eng- 
land muſt be particularly wrong in praying, 
(although in the Words of Solomon) that 
God will incline car Hearts to keep thoſe 
Commandments, which Chriſt himſelf has 
kept for us, (not for our Sakes, but in our 
Stead.) Nay, ſome of our Lay-Teachers 
have gone ſo far as to ſay, (with Mr. Wat- 
fon of old,) that neither Sin nor Satan 
* can diſſolve our Union with Chriſt.“ 
(See Dr. Sherlock's Defence, p. 438.) 
Now, all This is horrid and blaſphe- 
mous, too weak and too wicked, to need 
a long and laboured Confutation; and ſome 
pious Divines, who had fallen into this 
Error, 


. I * — 
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wy Ill 
[ 109 | | 1 
Error, now ſtand afrighted to ſee the wi 
Lengths that are run in it. | 
The true Antinomians (who will . 
tain an Hypotheſis in ſpite of all Conſe- S Ef. | | 
quences) are not contented with teaching, | [| 
that Chriſt has taken upon Himſelf the ST 1 
Guilt and Puniſhment of the Sins of truly - "i 
penitent Believers, but roundly inſiſt upon 1 
it, that the very Sins and Iniquities of the 
Elect are laid upon Chriſt, becauſe he ſtands 
ſo in our Stead, as to become juſt what we 
were. Haſt thou (ſays Dr. Criſp) been 
<« an Idolater? Haſt thou been a Blaſphe- | 
« mer? Haſt thou been a Murderer, an 
«* Adulterer, a Thief, a Liar, a Drunkard ? 
« &c, If thou baſt a Part in. the Lord 
« Chriſt, all theſe. Tranſgreſſions of thine 
te become actually the Tranſgreſſions of 
« Chriſt, and fo. ceaſe to be thine, and 
ce thou ceaſeſt to be the Tranſgreſſor, from 
de that Time they were laid upon Chriſt, 
eto the laſt Hour of thy Life. Chriſt 
* himſelf is not ſo completely righteous, 
ee but we are righteous as he was ; nor we 
* ſo completely ſinful, but he became, 
*« being made Sin, as completely ſinful as 
* we, So that here is a direct Change, 
| *© Chriſt 
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ee Chriſt takes our Perſons, and Condition, 
<« and ſtands in our ſtead, We take/Thrift's 
« Perſon; and Condition, and ſtand in his 
« ſtead ; What the Lord beheld Ohriſt to 
©« be, that he beholds the Members of 
« Chriſt to be; what the Lord behelds 
<« the Members of Chtiſt to be in themn- 
« ſelves, that he beholds'Chriſt \jevfelf 
* & vg: (See brit anne ehied. 
"Vol. II. P. 88, 89. or Dr. Sher ob's De- 
; Fence, p. 470.) It may be 4% ue in this 
4/7 "7" «fanciful Age, and more eſpecially as the 
bold, if not blaſphemous Sermons: 6f: the 
Middle of the laſt confuſed! cn feern 
to be coming into Faſhion / again;lhere to 
add e that the Doctrine * oup Juſti- 

_ fication, by our Ruirb ii in the Sacriſte of 
+«« ?Chrift; ' ſuppoſes no real er or 
* Franiferving of "Guilt of Merit, from 
v one Perſon © to another. Our Sin does 
nt become Chrift's Sin, by his under- 
40 taking the work of our Redemption ; 

2 Becher is his Righteouſneſs ſuppoſed to 
be our Righteouſneſs, Each Perfon re- 
© tains his proper and eſſential Character; 

4e Cbrift righteous and Ve Sinners. But 
-< the Cafe is, that He tho” righteous, con- 
- * deſcended 


3 


meaning of Theſe and ſuch like figura- 
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deſcended [for our ſakes] to be treated 


as if He had been a Sinner; and that 
Me, tho Sinners, are {for His ſake] 


treated as if Ve were righteous. 


This is the Meaning of thoſe Paſſages 


in Scripture, where Chriſt is ſaid 70 be 


made din for us, to bear our Hins, and 
we to be made righteous ly Him. The 


tive Paſſages, is no other than This 


that Chriſt by his Sufferings,- ot his Obe- 


dience unto the Death of | the-Crofs, took 


away the Puniſhment due to our Sins; 
and that by his Righteouſneſs, in thus 


fulfilling the Purpoſe of his . heavenly 


Father and preſerving the Honqur of his 
Laws, our Repentance ſhall avail to 


Juſtification. (Dr. Stebbing's Sermons 
on Boyle's apogee Compare Nr. Pil- 
« kington's Remarks, p. 164.75 


9 of the Church of England teach 


E 
9 z 
All that the . Seripturru, and the He les 2 


7 LEY of , 


in the point of Preſent Rigbteouſueſi, is <4 Has, j 

that Faith is the thing imputed to us for our Zz. g 4 

Juſtiſication; that the Sacrifice of Cbriſt Sa, 2 of 
is the Obje&# of that Faith ; and that Ace- 9 C = 
ive and Paſſive Obedience conſtitute a necgſ- 


ſary 


ere 
4 * * * = 


| [ 112 ] | 


ſary Part of the Merit of that Ohje#, or 
are Qualifications indiſpenſably required in 
the Perſon facrificed: For ſuch an High 
Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
defiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and made (allo) 
higher than the Heavens; who needeth not 
daily, as other Prieſts, to offer up Sacrifice, 
firſt for bis own Sins, and then for the People's : 
for this [laſt] be did once, when be offered 
Himſelf. ( Heb. vii. 26, 27. Compare ii. 17.) 
Though he were a ſon, yet learned he Obedi- 
ence 5 the Things which he ſuffered : and 
being made perfect, be became the Author of 
eternal Salvation unto all them that obey am. 
( Heb. v. 8, 9.) | | 
<« The Obedience and Riphteorſac of 
Chriſt's Life (ſays Dr. W. Sherlock) was 
'* one thing which made his Sacrifice ſo 
„ meritorious, which was the precious Blood 
* Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Blemiſb 
and without Spot. (p. 238.) Cbriſt was 
12 offered to bear the Sins f many; und 
d unto them that loo for him ſball he appear 
5 a fecond Time without Sin emer 
Wo (C Pet. i, 19. : Heb: ix, 28.) # 
Lil . £ phe. The Scriptures. teach, that our Far TH 
i ic, Hh or TxrusT in Chriſt' s ATONEMENT:for'eX- 
14 e, Adee, 6 . piating 
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piating the Guil of our paſt and repented | 
Sins, and freeing us from the Puniſhment 
due unto them, is the very "Thing that thall 
be imputed to us for our Juſt:fication ; and 
This is a Favour or Privilege granted to us 
propter Chriſtum, upon Chriſt's account, or 
for Chriſt's ſake: i. e. for the Love the 
Father hath to the Son ; in Juſtice to his 
Propitiation ; and for the Honour of his 
great Name. te 3 Ns 1 

The moſt judicious Divines, of almoſt D i 
every Denomination, are now convinced of AAA Se, | 
the Truth of This, the ancient Opinion, fe, vf 
which, they are perſuaded, is the true In- ZZ; 7 7 
terpretation of St. Paul, and conſequently, , 4) 4 2 
the Determination of the Queſtion: ande zA, Se || 
carefully diſtinguiſh between Faith, the Hock = 
Thing imputed ; the O42? of that Faith ; 
and the Merit of that Object. I 
NM. B. I am very far from ſaying any Meer, k, 
Thing, in this Appendix, with a „ e, 
to exclude the MxRITS of Chriſt, i. e. the. ir e. L aj 


— 


4 


Merits of his active and paſſive Obedience, 
from contributing as CA usks to our Juſtifi- "I 
Cation, —— © Ged the Son is Here (in the 
© Words of Dr. Vaterland) to be conti- 
6 dered as the procuring and meritorious 
1 5 * CAUSE 


be 
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„ Capsr of Man's Fullification, both by 
his active and paſſive Obedience. This, 
ee though it may be diſputed by ſuch as 
** will diſpute any Thing, or every Thing, 
* yet ſeems to be generally admitted among 
the ſober Divines of all the great Divi- 
ſions of Chriſtians.” (Vid. Summary 
View &c. p. 14.) Without the Mxkirs 
of Jeſus Chriſt, no ſuitable and ſufficient 
Atonement had been made by Him for the 
Sins of Mankind; neither could Penitents 
have put their Tausr in Him. I only 
leave all the Merit to Chriſt Himſelf, to 
CuR1sT the R1GHTEOVsS, as @ Glory which 
be giveth not to another; and teach that the 
BENE FI Ts (not the Mxkirs) of his Life, 
Death, and Interceſſion are truly and effec- 
tually conveyed, by the Holy Spirit, to the 
Souls of all Penitent Believers, —— God 
c of his own MzRcr, through the only 
*« MceRiTs and DESERVvINGs of his Son 
« Yeſus Chriſt (faith the Homily on Salva- 
tion) doth juſtify us: J only add, which 
7 JvsT1F1CATION (not which Mzkirs and 

DESERVINGS) 1 is made ours by FA1TH, or 
our TxusT in Him.- Dr. Whitby un- 
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derſtands the Words (Ran. v. 10.) we ſhall 
_ be 


5 


be ſaved by his Lies, not of the Aﬀive 


[urs] 


Obedience of Chriſt to the Law, or of his 
Obedience being imputed to us for Fuſftifi- 


cation, much leſs for Salvation, but of his 
EVER LIVING to make Interceſſion for us. 
{Compare Heb. vii. 25.) 


That Faith is the 7 hing imputed to the e. 
Sincere Penitent for Righteouſneſs or Juſti- 
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thelels, be acknowledged, that no ſmall. 
1  Conifujion 


„ imputed unto Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacub 


only? And ſhall it not be imputed unto 


us alſo ? Yes, if we have the ſame Faith 
as they had, it ſhall be as truly imputed 
unto us for Righteouſneſs, as it was unto 
them, (p. 273.) We muſt truſt only in 
God's Mercy, and that Sacrifice which 
our High Prieft and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus 


the Son of God, once offered for us up- 


on the Croſs, to obtain thereby God's 
Grace and Remiſſion, as well of Origi- 
nal Sin in Baptiſm, as of all Actual Sin 


committed by us after Baptiſm, if we 
truly repent, and turn unfeignedly to 


Him again: (p. 16.) It muſt, never- 


22 A 55 
fication, is very clearly taught in the Second g , 
Hom1Ly, concerning the Death and Paſſion 757 2 
4 our Saviour Chriſt, (e. g.) Was Faith 


N 
| 
| 


tid 


g. Confuſion may ariſe from the radi g of theſe 
222 » ; Zicancient and authorized Sermons; Fe or (Iſt) 


| y Ls , Bhs 


they are by no Means clear in the Terms 
they make Uſe of: They ſpeak promi ſcuouſſy 
of Juſtification or Righteouſneſs, the 
Righteouſneſs of Juſtification, and the 
Juſtification of Righteouſneſs. (p. 12.) 


| | 3 4 1 us And (2dly) When theſe Writers give a little 
WL. A into Hypotheſis, and come to conſider Faith 
W245 7, 4 Ge, as an Inſtrument of Reception, they do not 


always agree concerning what it is, that, 
Faith, muſt be received. In ſome of their 
Firſt Diſcourſes they ſeem to favour the 
Hypotheſis of our embracing, by Faith, 
not only the Mercy of Ged, but -alſo fo 


much of the Active Righteouſneſs of Chrift 
as ſhall ſupply the DerecTs of our (vr 


Righteouſneſs: (p. 14.) They ſpeak, more- 
over (P. 273.) of apprebending, by Faith, 


the MERrITs of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion: 


but when they ſum up the Diſcourſe, they 


: 2 often or qualify the Expreſſions, and ſay 
Thus have you hear'd the Mean (Faith) 
hereby we may APPLY the FRUITS 


« and MtxirTs of Chriſt's Death unto ws, 
„ ſo that it may work the Salvation of our 


* Souls.“ And, before they come to the 


Con- 
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Concluſion of the Second JV PE] they com 
tent themſelves with preaching only this 


plain Doctrine that Faith may be con- 
Gder'd as an Infirument for apprebending the 


MERcixs and PRoM1sEs of God in Christ 
Jeſus; or of obtaining REM1ss10N of our 
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Sins, and all other BENEFITS of Chri/t's 
Death and Paſſion. 


«cc 


be clean (ſay They) and purged from 


© We ſhall never 


Sin, unleſs, forſaking our former Life, 


we do with our whole Heart return un- 


to the Lord our God, and, with a full 


Purpoſe of Amendment of Life, flee 


unto his Mercy, taking ſure hold there- 


upon, through Faith in the Blood of his 


Son Jeſus Chriſt : (p. 349- J— The 
Third part of Repentance is Paith, where- 


by we do apprehend and take bold upon 


the PROM1sEs of God, touching the free 
Pax DON and FoRGIVENESS of our Sins, 


which PROMIsEs are ſealed up to us, 


with the Death and Blood-ſhedding of bis 
Son Jeſus Chriſt : (p. 345.) If we riſe. 


again by Repentance, and, with a full 
Purpole of Amendment of Life, do 


| flee unto the Mgxcy of God, taking 


ſure hold 3 through Faith in his 


. Son 
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Son Jeſus Chriſt, there! is an aſſured and 
infallible Hope of Pax DON and Remis- 
© $10x0f the ſame, and that we ſhall be 
_ received again into the Favour of our 
det heaven(y Father : (p. 340. See alſo 
| 11 341, 346, 351. Fol. Ed. Lond. 
« '1713.) N 
I is a wonder, that even very ſincere 
d diligent Enquirers ſhould fall into Error 
and Perplexity upon this important Point ; 
IL; cs eg. becauſe 0 Queſtion has been leer ved, 
5 5 wy ode PZ and that by Men of the moſt unqueſtionable 
Ee, „Learning and Integrity, in a more poſitive 
. gehe, N. and contradiftory Manner, than This be- 
. fore us: (viz.) What is the Thing imputed 
to the returning or converting Sinner, for 
Preſent Righteouſneſs or Juſtificatiun? 
Biſhop Bevertdge pronounces (excuſe the 
Repetition) that it is the Active Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt; Doctor Mhitby is as poſitive, 
that it is his Paſſive Righteouſneſs ; Mr. 
Harvey affirms, it is Both; profeſſor Limborch 
declares, it is Neither ; and then proves, 
that it is a very different and diſtinct Thing, 
(to wit) our own Faith, — I muſt now 
leave it with the Reader to judge, whether 
. 5 this 
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this Reſolution is not moſt conſiſtent with 
| Reaſon, and more agreeable alſo to what 
St. Paul teaches, (namely) that Gop, 
through his FavouR and FORBEARANCE, 
hath ſet forth IxSsus CHRST the RIGHTEOUS, 
o be a PROPITIATION for the REMISSION 
of SiNs that are PAST, by or through our 
FAITH 27 His BLooD. He that BELIE- 
VETH or truſteth zz HIM hat thus JusT1- 
FIETH the UNGoDLY, or Sinners, nis'FarTH 
75 COUNTED for RIGHTEOUSNEss. (Read 
the zd, 4th, and 5th, Chapters to the Ro- 
mans, taking the Word Righteouſneſs | in the 
appropriated ſenſe of Tut. cation. 


February 10, 
1762. 
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Page Line 
1 5. for That Grace is ing, read 
reſeſtible. 
43- 10. for and Heirs through Hope that is 
wy read, and Heirs through 
| ope © but "Hope that 15 ſeen &c. 
go. 18. 1 aſe for This (the higheſt of Or- 


dinary Gifts in Prayer, read, aff for 
This (the 5 0 of 70 diana Gifts) 
in Prayer, &c. | 
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